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G ro w in g  u p  in  u p s t a te  N e w  Yo rk , it  w a s  a lw a y s  a p p a re n t  to  m e  th a t  t h e  p e o p le  

w h o  h a d  e x p e r t is e  a n d  a c c e s s  to  m o n e y  fo r  c o m m u n it y  p ro je c t s  w e re  u n e q u a lly  

d is t r ib u te d . T h is  is  m a d e  a ll t h e  m o re  o b v io u s  in  I t h a c a , w h e re  b r ig h t  y o u n g  p e o p le  

w h o  w a n t  to  h e lp  c o m m u n it ie s  g a th e r  to  p u rs u e  th e ir  e d u c a t io n .  A t  C o rn e ll, t h e  

re s o u rc e s  s e e m  to  b e  e v e r  in  re a c h . 

In  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t , s t u d e n t s  w ith  v a r io u s  b a c k g ro u n d s  f ro m  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld , 

p u rs u in g  d iff e re n t  d e g re e  p ro g ram s , c o m e  to g e th e r  to  le a rn  a b o u t  c o m m o n p la c e  

p ro b le m s  b e in g  fa c e d  b y  re s id e n t s  in  lo c a t io n s  in  t h e  re g io n .  T h e s e  p ro b le m s  a re  

d e fi n e d  b y  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  t h a t  a p p ly  to  t h e  o rg a n iz a t io n  lo o k in g  fo r  a s s is t a n c e .  

F o r  t h e  s tu d e n t s , w h a t  b e g in s  w ith  c u r io s it y , c o m p a s s io n , a n d  a  w illin g n e s s  to  

b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  c o m m u n it y  a c t iv it ie s  le a d s  to  a  s e t  o f  c o n v e rs a t io n s  a n d  

in v e s t ig a t io n s  w h e re  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am s  c o lle c t  in fo rm a t io n , a n a ly z e  o p t io n s , 

a n d  w o rk  w ith  th e  c o m m u n it y  to  d e s ig n  a p p ro p r ia te  s o lu t io n s . 

Im a g in a t iv e , c re a t iv e  s o lu t io n s  m u s t  in v o lv e  th e  c o m m u n it y  m e m b e rs  b e c a u s e , a s  

s tu d e n t s  s o o n  re a liz e ,  t h e ir  t im e  a s s is t in g  th e  re s id e n t s  is  v e r y  lim ite d .  T h ro u g h  

th e  e n g a g e m e n t , h o w e v e r, t h e  c o m m u n it y  g a in s  s o m e  in s ig h t  in to  a lt e rn a t iv e s  

t h a t  it  m a y  n o t  re a liz e  e x is t , w ith  o u t s id e  p e o p le  a n d  re s o u rc e s  t h a t  c o u ld  c h a n g e  

it s  fu tu re .  T h e  in te lle c tu a l b e a u t y  o f  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  is  t h a t  a  s tu d e n t  c a n  re tu rn  

a n d  le a rn  a  d iff e re n t  s k ill b y  t a k in g  a n o th e r  ro le  in  t h e  te am s  e a c h  s e m e s te r.  

T h is  a llo w s  e v e r y o n e  a n  o p p o r tu n it y  to  c o n t in u e  to  g a in  m o re  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  

u n d e rs t a n d in g .  M e a n w h ile , b y  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t , t h e  re s id e n t s  c a n  

im a g in e  y e t  a n o th e r  s tu d e n t  g ro u p  t a k in g  a n  in te re s t  in  t h e  n e x t  p ro je c t .  T h is  

h a s  le d  to  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  s e v e ra l in it ia t iv e s  o f  w h ic h  e v e r y o n e  in v o lv e d  c a n  b e  

p ro u d .  W e  in v ite  y o u r  p a r t ic ip a t io n . 

	 D r .  M i c h a e l  T o m l a n

	 P ro fe s s o r  a n d  D ire c to r  o f  H is to r ic  P re s e r v a t io n  P la n n in g

	 D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C it y  a n d  R e g io n a l P la n n in g

	 C o rn e ll A A P  

F O R E W O R D 



i i i

D u r in g  th e  e v e n t s  o f  2 0 2 0 , D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  m is s io n  to o k  o n  a  n e w  re le v a n c e . 

T h e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic  a n d  p u b lic  h e a lth  c r is is  affi rm e d  th e  im p o r t a n c e  a n d  

n e c e s s it y  o f  t h e  w o rk  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  h a s  a d v a n c e d  o v e r  t h e  la s t  t e n  y e a rs  in  

p a r tn e rs h ip  w ith  N e w  Yo rk  S t a te  c o m m u n it ie s . P u b lic  s p a c e s  a n d  s a fe  s t re e t s  h a v e   

b e c o m e  c ru c ia l c o m p o n e n t s  in  p re v e n t in g  th e  s p re a d  o f  C O V ID -1 9 . M e a n w h ile , 

2 0 2 0  h ig h lig h te d  th e  v a s t  in e q u a lit ie s  in  ju s t ic e , h e a lth  o u tc o m e s , e c o n o m ic  

o p p o r tu n it ie s , a n d  a c c e s s  to  fo o d  th a t  h a v e  lo n g  e x is te d  in  A m e r ic a . 

S in c e  S p r in g  2 0 2 0 , D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  s tu d e n t  t e am s  h a v e  b e e n  p io n e e r in g  s t ra te g ie s  

fo r  c o n d u c t in g  e ff e c t iv e  c o m m u n it y  m e e t in g s  re m o te ly , d e s ig n in g  c o lla b o ra t iv e ly  

w ith o u t  e v e r  m e e t in g  in  t h e  s am e  ro o m , a n d  s o lic it in g  in p u t  f ro m  c o m m u n it ie s , 

in  s o m e  c a s e s  in  a re a s  w ith  lim ite d  h o m e  in te rn e t  a c c e s s . S u d d e n ly , t h e  q u e s t io n  

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p a r t ic ip a n t s  o f te n  g ra p p le  w ith : “h o w  c a n  w e  e n g a g e  m e a n in g fu lly  

w ith  a  c o m m u n it y  f ro m  a  d is t a n c e ?” h a s  t a k e n  o n  a  m o re  lit e ra l m e a n in g  th a n  a n y  

o f  u s  e v e r  im a g in e d . T h e re  is  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  re c e n t  p a r t ic ip a n t s  w ill b e  u n iq u e ly  

q u a lifi e d  a s  re s o u rc e fu l a n d  in n o v a t iv e  p ra c t it io n e rs  o f  c o m m u n it y  e n g a g e m e n t , 

p la n n in g , a n d  d e s ig n .

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  h a s  p ro v id e d  o v e r  a  d e c a d e  o f  e x p e r ie n t ia l le a rn in g  fo r  C o rn e ll 

s t u d e n t s  a c ro s s  d is c ip lin e s  a n d  c e le b ra te d  it s  1 0 th  a n n iv e rs a r y  in  2 0 1 8 . In  h o p e s  

to  p re s e r v e  a n d  re fl e c t  u p o n  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n ’s  in s t it u t io n a l k n o w le d g e , w e  

h a v e  c o m p ile d  a  c h ro n ic le  o f  s n a p s h o t s  a n d  c a s e  s tu d ie s  o f  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  

e n g a g e m e n t  in  s ix  in d iv id u a l c o m m u n it ie s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  fi v e  y e a rs . E a c h  p ro fi le  o r  

s n a p s h o t  illu s t ra te s  h o w  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  a c t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  o f  s e r v ic e  to  m u lt ip le  

N e w  Yo rk  s t a te  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  a id e d  th e m  to  m o v e  fo rw a rd  o n  th e ir  v is io n s .

T h is  re p o r t  g iv e s  c o n t in u it y  to  a  p re v io u s  re p o r t  o n  th e  fi rs t  fi v e  y e a rs  o f  t h e  

o rg a n iz a t io n  a n d  is  d ire c te d  to  s tu d e n t s , fa c u lt y  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s  a lik e  w h o  s h a re  

in te re s t  in  c o lla b o ra t iv e , d e m o c ra t ic  a n d  re s ilie n t  d e v e lo p m e n t  fo r  t h e  c o m m u n it ie s  

o f  N e w  Yo rk  S t a te . 

F O R E W O R D 

	 E l i z a b e t h  F a b i s
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D E S I G N  C O N N E C T
P R O J E C T  C O N S T E L L A T I O N



Contextualizing  The Practice

Design Connect: An Introduction p .1 6

p .1 8

p .2 2

P ra c t ic in g  M e a n in g fu l P u b lic  S e rv ic e

P ro v id in g  S tu d e n ts  Le a rn in g  E x p e rie n c e  O u ts id e  o f  th e  C la s s ro o m  

Fo llo w in g  th e  A c a d em ic  C a le n d a r

Process Timeline 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  i s  a  m u lt id is c ip l in a r y , 
s t u d e n t -r u n , c o m m u n it y  d e s ig n  
o r g a n iz a t io n  lo c a t e d  in  A A P ’s  
d e p a r tm e n t  o f  C i t y  a n d  R e g io n a l  
P la n n in g  a t  C o r n e l l  U n iv e r s i t y  in  
U p s t a t e  N e w  Yo r k . 

01.

Im a g e : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e a m  m e m b e r s  c a r r y in g  o u t  s u r v e y s  o n  s i t e  a t  R o c k b o t t o m  D a m , W i l l ia m  S t a ff e ld , B in g h a m t o n , 2 0 1 9 .



1 6 1 7

I m a g e s  L e f t  t o  R i g h t :  O n  th e  le f t , D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  t e am  m e m b e r  a n d  C o rn e ll 

P ro fe s s o r  S h o rn a  A llre d  a t  a  c o m m u n it y  

o u t re a c h  e v e n t  a t  B ro o m e  C o u n t y  L ib ra r y ; 

o n  th e  r ig h t , D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am  m e m b e rs  

lo o k in g  o u t  to  t h e  S u s q u e h a n n a  R iv e r  f ro m  

E x c h a n g e  S t . P e d e s t r ia n  B r id g e , b o th  b y  

W illia m  S ta ff e ld , B in g h am to n , S p r in g  2 0 1 9 .
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Design Connect is rooted in collaborative, 
democratic, and sustainable principles 
for the advancement of towns in Upstate 
New York. Every semester, the organization 
provides practical experience to 
students through cooperation with local 
municipalities and non-profit organizations 
by providing design and planning services 
for these groups that may not have the 
resources to hire professionals.

Mission - D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  e m p o w e rs  s tu d e n t s  

a n d  c it iz e n s  b y  a d v a n c in g  c o lla b o ra t iv e , 

d e m o c ra t ic , a n d  s u s t a in a b le  d e s ig n  a n d  

p la n n in g  p ro je c t s  in  lo c a l c o m m u n it ie s .

Vision - D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  s t r iv e s  to  e m p o w e r  

C o rn e ll s t u d e n t s  to  b e c o m e  to p  c o n t r ib u t in g  

p ro fe s s io n a ls  in  t h e ir  fi e ld s  b y  e x e rc is in g  p u b lic  

s e r v ic e  to  U p s t a te  N e w  Yo rk  c o m m u n it ie s  in  

n e e d . 

D E S I G N  C O N N E C T :
A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N
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P R O M O T I N G  D E M O C R A T I C  
P R A C T I C E S  I N  D E S I G N  &  U R B A N  P L A N N I N G

Design Connect partners with local communities on civic projects, helping to 
conduct research, build consensus, generate ideas, and identify opportunities to 
move projects forward.

Design Connect is guided by a set of values that inspires a participatory and 
collaborative approach towards its partnerships with local communities. 

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p ro je c t s  a im  to  b u ild  a  

c o lla b o ra t iv e  a n d  p a r t ic ip a to r y  p ro c e s s  in  

w h ic h  c o n s t it u e n t s , c o m m u n it y  g ro u p s , lo c a l 

g o v e rn m e n t s , a n d  o th e r  s t a k e h o ld e rs  a re  a b le  to  

p a r t ic ip a te . 

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  w o rk s  to  p ro v id e  a  r ig o ro u s  

a c a d e m ic  e x p e r ie n c e  th ro u g h  o p e n  fa c u lt y  

c r it iq u e  s e s s io n s , fa c u lt y  a d v is o rs  fo r  e a c h  te am , 

a n d  o n g o in g  c o lla b o ra t iv e  re v ie w  am o n g  s tu d e n t  

t e am s .

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  w o rk s  to  b u ild  c o m m u n it y  

o w n e rs h ip  o v e r  p ro je c t s , e n s u r in g  th a t  t h e  

m o m e n tu m  g e n e ra te d  w ill b e  s u s t a in e d  a n d  

th e  p ro je c t  c a n  c o n t in u e  to  m o v e  fo rw a rd  

in d e p e n d e n t ly .

0 4 .

0 5 .

0 6 .

Democracy

Education

Sustainability

P a r t ic ip a t io n  in  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  e n g a g e s  

s tu d e n t s  in  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l 

p ra c t ic e  w h ile  e x p o s in g  th e m  to  th e  in h e re n t  

re a lit ie s  a n d  c h a lle n g e s  o f  p u b lic  p ro c e s s  a n d  

te am w o rk .

0 3 .

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p ro v id e s  s tu d e n t s  w ith  

o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  e n g a g e  in  m u lt id is c ip lin a r y  

p ro je c t  t e am s  th a t  c o lla b o ra te  w ith  p a r tn e r  

c o m m u n it ie s  u t iliz in g  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  C o rn e ll 

fa c u lt y  a n d  s t a ff .

0 1 . Collaboration

T h e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  e x p e r ie n c e  is  b a s e d  o n  

v o lu n te e r ism . S tu d e n t  t e am s  s h a re  C o rn e ll’s  

w e a lth  o f  re s o u rc e s  w ith  U p s t a te  c o m m u n it ie s  in  

t h e  s p ir it  o f  C o rn e ll’s  la n d  g ra n t  m is s io n .

0 2 . Service

Practical Experience

Im a g e : C o m m u n it y  m e m b e r s  a t t e n d in g  a  c o m m u n it y  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t , E lm ir a , S p r in g  2 0 1 7 .

Im a g e : C o m m u n it y  m e m b e r s  a t t e n d in g  a  c o m m u n it y  o u t r e a c h
e v e n t , E lm ir a , S p r in g  2 0 1 7 .



Enhancing the heritage of the Erie Canal

Revitalizing urban public 
spaces in the Southern Tier

Our projects often happen 
in collaboration with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, Engaged 
Cornell, Rust2Green Cornell and 
Design Connect alumni who now 
work in the region!We have assisted communities 

on their next steps after recieving 
funding from HUD Community 

Development Block Grants.

Design Connect has worked 
with refugees and recent 
immigrants in municipalities 
that have received funding 
from the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative.

We’ve helped communities envision their role in 
state initiatives such as the Empire State Trail 

and Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor 
and receive funding from DOS Environmental 

Protection Fund Grant Program for Parks, 
Preservation and Heritage.

Developing recreation and tourism 
assets in Finger Lakes communities

Creating welcoming 
spaces for newcomers

We have helped communities receive 
funding from DOS Local Waterfront 

Revitalization Program.

Linking communities to 
Cornell and its resources

2 0 2 1
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Im a g e : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p r o je c t s  b y  c o u n t y .
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T h e  B o a rd  is s u e s  a  R e q u e s t  
F o r  P ro p o s a l (R F P ) to  
lo c a l c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  a  
fe w  p ro s p e c t iv e  p ro je c t s  
a re  p ic k e d  b a s e d  o n  th e  
o rg a n iz a t io n ’s  s e le c t io n  c r it e r ia  
a n d  a v a ila b ilit y  o f  p ro je c t  
m a n a g e rs . 

S e le c te d  p ro je c t s  a re  
p re s e n te d  to  s tu d e n t s  
d u r in g  th e  fi rs t  w e e k  o f  t h e  
s e m e s te r  a n d  s tu d e n t s  s u b m it  
a p p lic a t io n s  to  jo in  D C . T h e  
B o a rd  re v ie w s  a p p lic a t io n s  
a n d  b u ild s  t e am s  b a s e d  o n  
s k ills  n e e d e d  fo r  e a c h  p ro je c t , 
a im in g  to  b u ild  d iv e rs e  t e am s  
w ith  s t ro n g  c o lle c t iv e  c a p a c it y . 

S it e   in te r v ie w s  a re  c o n d u c te d  
w ith  s h o r t lis t e d  c o m m u n it ie s , 
in  w h ic h  D C  b o a rd  m e m b e rs  
m e e t  t h e  p o te n t ia l c lie n t  in  
p e rs o n  a n d  o n  s it e  to  g a in  a  
b e t te r  u n d e rs t a n d in g  o f  t h e  
p ro je c t ’s  s c o p e  a n d  to  a n sw e r  
a n y  q u e s t io n s  th e  c lie n t  m a y  
h a v e  re g a rd in g  c o lla b o ra t in g  
w ith  D C . If  n e c e s s a r y , 
re fi n e m e n t s  to  t h e  p ro je c t  
s c o p e  to  a lig n  it  w ith  s tu d e n t  
c a p a b ilit ie s  a n d  lim it a t io n s  a re  
d is c u s s e d  a t  t h is  t im e . 

Te am s  c o n d u c t  b a c k g ro u n d  
re s e a rc h , fi e ld  re s e a rc h , 
c o m m u n it y  o u t re a c h , a n a ly s is , 
c o m m u n it y  e n g a g e m e n t , 
g ro u p  w o rk , a n d  p ro d u c t io n  
o n  d e liv e ra b le s . D u r in g  
th is  t im e , t h e  B o a rd  h o s t s  
w o rk s h o p s  a n d  in v ite s  
s p e a k e rs  to  p ro v id e  te am s  
w ith  re le v a n t  a s s is t a n c e  a t  
c r it ic a l p o in t s  d u r in g  th e  
s e m e s te r, in  a d d it io n  to  m id -
te rm  re v ie w s  th a t  p ro v id e  
fe e d b a c k  a n d  p e e r  re v ie w . 

In  t a n d e m  w ith  p ro je c t  
s e le c t io n , D C  re c ru it s  s t u d e n t s  
w ith  p r io r  D C  e x p e r ie n c e  
a n d  d e m o n s t ra te d  in te re s t  in  
g ro u p  le a d e rs h ip  a n d  p ro je c t  
m a n a g e m e n t  to  b e c o m e  
p ro je c t  m a n a g e rs . T h e  
s e le c t io n  p ro c e s s  o f  p ro je c t  
m a n a g e rs  o c c u rs  c o n c u r re n t ly  
w ith  p ro je c t  s e le c t io n  to  
e n s u re  th a t   t h e  te am  le a d e r  
p o s s e s s e s  re le v a n t  s k ills  to   
a c h ie v e  th e  p ro je c t ’s  c o re  
th e m e s  a n d  g o a ls .

Te am s  p re s e n t  w o rk  a t  a  
fi n a l re v ie w  fo r  fe e d b a c k  
b e fo re  p re s e n t in g  to  th e ir  
c o m m u n it ie s , w h ile  t h e  
B o a rd  d o c u m e n t s  a ll w o rk  
p ro d u c e d . T h e  B o a rd  h o ld s  
fe e d b a c k  s e s s io n s  w ith  a ll 
t e am s  a n d  it s  a d v is o r y  b o a rd , 
a n d  d e te rm in e s  if  a n y  c h a n g e s  
s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  th e  
s t ru c tu re  o f  t h e  o rg a n iz a t io n . 

RFP & PROJECT RECRUITMENT OF SITE VISITS & TEAM RESEARCH &PROJECT SCOPE & COMMUNITY DELIVERY &
PROPOSAL REVIEW TEAM MEMBERSPARTNER INTERVIEW PRESENTATIONSPROJECT MANAGER FEEDBACK LOOPS

P R E - P R O J E C T P R O J E C T  S E M E S T E R

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  s o u rc e s  a n d  s c o p e  p ro je c t s  tw ic e  a n n u a lly : o n c e  in  t h e  F a ll a n d  a n o th e r  in  t h e  

S p r in g . 

Sourcing and Scoping Local Design Connect Projects Collaborating and Engaging with Local Design Connect Community Partners
D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p a r t ic ip a n t s  w o rk  in  m u lt id is c ip lin a r y  s tu d e n t  t e am s  to  p ro d u c e

d e liv e ra b le s  t h a t  h e lp  c o m m u n it ie s  m o v e  d e s ig n  a n d  p la n n in g  p ro je c t s  fo rw a rd .

0 4 . 0 5 . 0 6 .
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D E S I G N 
A C T I V I S M
D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  le v e r a g e s  
m e t h o d s  o f  p a r t ic ip a t o r y  d e s ig n  
t o  c r e a t e  p o s i t iv e  c h a n g e  in  
t r a d i t io n a l ly  u n d e r s e r v e d  
c o m m u n it ie s . B y  d o in g  s o , a l l  
p a r t ic ip a n t s  b e c o m e  a c t iv e  
a g e n t s  o f  c h a n g e  r e in v ig o r a t in g  
c o m m u n it y  e n g a g e m e n t  w it h in  
p la n n in g  a n d  d e s ig n  p r o fe s s io n s .

02.

Im a g e : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e a m  m e m b e r  a n d  s t a k e h o ld e r s  o n  s i t e , A m s t e r d a m , F a l l  2 0 1 9 .

Case Study | A m s te rd am , N Y

Profile | P ro je c t  M a n a g e r p .3 0

p .3 2

p .3 8

S a sh a  A n em o n e

A d d re s s in g  a  F o o d  D e se r t

R e c o v e rin g  a  N e ig h b o rh o o d ’s  H is to ry

Snapshot  | E lm ira , N Y



S a s h a  A n e m o n e

M o t iv a t e d  b y  p e r s o n a l  in t e r e s t s  in  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  ju s t ic e  w o r k  a n d  d e s ig n  

a c t iv i s m , S a s h a  fi r s t  e n g a g e d  w it h  a  

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p r o je c t  in  t h e  S p r in g  

s e m e s t e r  o f  2 0 1 9 .  T h e  p a r t n e r s h ip  

w it h  A m s t e r d a m  w a s  in i t ia t e d  b y  t h e  

C o m m u n it y  a n d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  

O ffi c e  o f  A m s t e r d a m  a n d  C e n t r o  C iv ic o , a  

L a t in x  c o m m u n it y  c e n t e r  in  t h e  E a s t  E n d , 

t o  p r o p o s e  s t r a t e g ie s  f o r  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  

E a s t  E n d  fo o d  d e s e r t . 

A  k e y  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h e  p r o je c t  w a s  t h e  

d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  c u lt u r a l ly  s ig n ifi c a n t  f o o d s  

a v a i la b le  in  t h e  E a s t  E n d , a n d  a  n e e d  fo r  

b e t t e r  c o o r d in a t io n  w it h  a r e a  f a rm e r s  

w h o  m ig h t  b e  a b le  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e s e  

c r o p s . T h e  t e a m  c o n s id e r e d  h o w  b u i ld in g  

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n in g  e x is t in g  c o m m u n it y  

p a r t n e r s h ip s  w a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  “d e s ig n ” 

e le m e n t  o f  t h e  g a r d e n , a s  i t  w o u ld  h e lp  

e n s u r e  t h e  g a r d e n ’s  v ia b i l i t y  a n d  la y  t h e  

g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  f u t u r e  f o o d  s y s t e m s  w o r k  

in  t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d .

A s  p r o je c t  m a n a g e r  S a s h a  A n e m o n e  

u n d e r t o o k  a  p r o a c t iv e  r e c r u i tm e n t  

s t r a t e g y  t o  b u i ld  a n  in t e r d is c ip l in a r y  a n d  

b i l in g u a l  t e a m , in  E n g l i s h  a n d  S p a n is h , 

t h a t  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  

C i t y  a n d  R e g io n a l  P la n n in g , L a n d s c a p e  

A r c h i t e c t u r e , a n d  t h e  M a s t e r s  o f  P u b l ic  

H e a lt h  p r o g r a m , a m o n g  o t h e r s  t o  a d d r e s s  

t h e  p r o je c t ’s  c h a l le n g e s . 

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

F A L L  2 0 1 9
A n e m o n e  re c o g n iz e d  th a t  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  o ff e re d  a n  o p p o r tu n it y  to  “fi ll a  

v o id  th a t  w a s  n o t  p re s e n t  in  o th e r  w o rk . G ra d  s c h o o l w a s  a  t ra n s it io n  f ro m  

th e  re a l w o r ld  to  t h e  h y p o th e t ic a l.” 

“T h e  c it y  o f  A m s te rd am  h o p e s  th a t  t h e  c o m m u n it y  g a rd e n  [w e  c o n c e iv e d ] 

w ill a c t  a s  a  c a t a ly s t  fo r  a  m o re  ro b u s t  fo o d  s y s te m  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d .”

S a s h a  is   2 0 2 0  g ra d u a te  o f  t h e  M a s te r  o f  L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c tu re  p ro g ram . 

“Working on a 
real project helped 
connect interests 
and values important 
to me, such as social 
justice, as well as 
connect theory to 
practice.” 

2 6

[ P R O F I L E
P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  ]



THE EAST END

COMMUNITY GARDEN

C A S E  S T U D Y 
A M S T E R D A M ,  N Y
A m s te rd am , a  c it y  3 7  m ile s  f ro m  A lb a n y , is  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  

m o s t  g e o g ra p h ic a lly  d is t a n t  c lie n t  to  d a te . T h e  E a s t  E n d  

n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  A m s te rd am  h a s  b e e n  c h a ra c te r iz e d  a s  a  

fo o d  d e s e r t , d e fi n e d  b y  th e  U S  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A g r ic u ltu re  a s  

a n  a re a  w h e re  a t  le a s t  3 3%  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  “re s id e s  m o re  

th a n  o n e  m ile  f ro m  a  s u p e rm a rk e t  o r  la rg e  g ro c e r y  s to re .” A  

m a ll, c o n s t ru c te d  in  t h e  1 9 8 0 s , is o la te d  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  

f ro m  th e  re s t  o f  t h e  d o w n to w n , re s u lt in g  in  n e ig h b o rh o o d  

d e c lin e . 

W ith  fe w  b u s in e s s e s  s e llin g  g ro c e r ie s  in  t h e  im m e d ia te  a re a  

a n d  m a n y  re s id e n t s  la c k in g  p e rs o n a l t ra n s p o r t a t io n , t h e  

re s id e n t s  o f  t h e  E a s t  E n d  s t ru g g le  to  g a in  a c c e s s  to  f re s h  

fo o d . In  re c e n t  y e a rs , t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  h a s  s e e n  a n  in fl u x  

o f  n e w  re s id e n t s , m a n y  o f  t h e m  P u e r to  R ic a n s  fl e e in g  th e  

ra v a g e s  o f  H u r r ic a n e  M a r ia . 

Centro Civico
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“We know there are a lot of people 
cooking in their homes. Why aren’t 
they setting up a weekend [food] truck, 
restaurant, small business in the area?  
Maybe they just need the resources and 
knowledge to create something. We want to 
increase access to fresh food, as well as get 
people more invested in the community.”  

-Amanda Bearcroft, Director of Community and Economic 

Development for the City of Amsterdam, explaining the 

origins of the Design Connect project.

In  2 0 1 8 , t h e  c it y  o f  A m s te rd am  re c e iv e d  a  $ 1 0  

m illio n  D o w n to w n  R e v it a liz a t io n  In it ia t iv e  

g ra n t  f ro m  N e w  Yo rk  S t a te  a n d  id e n t ifi e d  

a  n e w  c o m m u n it y  c e n te r  in  t h e  E a s t  E n d  

a s  a  p r io r it y  p ro je c t  fo r  t h a t  fu n d in g . T h e y  

w a n te d  to  in c o rp o ra te  a  p ilo t  fo o d  a c c e s s  

p ro je c t  in to  th o s e  p la n s , s o  in  e a r ly  2 0 1 9 , 

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p a r tn e re d  w ith  th e  c it y ’s  

C o m m u n it y  a n d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  

O ffi c e  a n d  C e n t ro  C iv ic o , a   L a t in o  c o m m u n it y  

c e n te r  in  t h e  E a s t  E n d , to  p ro p o s e  s t ra te g ie s  

fo r  a d d re s s in g  th e  E a s t  E n d  fo o d  d e s e r t .  

 

T h e  in it ia l p ro je c t  p ro v e d  to  b e  f ru it fu l fo r  t h e  

c o m m u n it y , a n d  re s u lte d  in  a  s e c o n d  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  p ro je c t  in  F a ll 2 0 1 9  th a t  c o n t in u e d  to  

a d v a n c e  fo o d  ju s t ic e  w o rk  in  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d . 

I N C R E A S I N G  
A C C E S S  T O 
F R E S H  F O O D  
I N  A M S T E R D A M

I m a g e s  L e f t  t o  R i g h t :    O n  th e  r ig h t , 

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am  m e m b e rs  a n d  

s t a k e h o ld e r  o n  s it e ; o n  th e  le f t , D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  t e am  m e m b e rs  fa c ilit a t in g  a  

c o m m u n it y  o u t re a c h  e v e n t , b o th  in  

A m s te rd am , F a ll 2 0 1 9 . 



S ix  m e t h o d s  f o r  im p r o v in g  fo o d  a c c e s s , 

c a l le d  “fo o d  m o d e ls ,” w e r e  e x p lo r e d  b y  

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t : v i r t u a l  s u p e rm a r k e t s , 

in c u b a t o r  k i t c h e n s , fi x e d -s i t e  a n d  m o b i le  

f a rm e r ’s  m a r k e t s , c o m m u n it y  g a r d e n s , a n d  

im p ro v in g  e x is t in g  s t o r e s ’ s e le c t io n  o f  f r e s h  

f o o d s . T h is  w a s  a c h ie v e d  t h r o u g h  c o m m u n it y  

e n g a g e m e n t  v ia  b i l in g u a l  in t e r v ie w s , s u r v e y s  

a n d  c o m m u n it y  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t s . 

T h e  C i t y  o f  A m s t e r d a m  in v i t e d  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  t o  c o n t in u e  d e v e lo p in g  t h e i r  id e a s  in  

t h e  f a l l , s p e c ifi c a l ly  t h e  “c o m m u n it y  g a r d e n ” 

f o o d  m o d e l, a s k in g  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t o  d e s ig n  

a n  e d u c a t io n a l  c o m m u n it y  g a r d e n  o n  a n  

e m p t y  E a s t  E n d  lo t  t h a t  s h a r e s  o w n e r s h ip  

b e tw e e n  C e n t r o  C iv ic o  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  

A m s t e r d a m . T h is  in t e r v e n t io n  h a d  t h e  lo w e s t  

c o s t  a n d  e a s ie s t  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  s ix  

“fo o d  m o d e ls ”. 

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0
“ T h is  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  p r o c e s s ,” s a id  A m a n d a  

B e a r c r o f t . “ I t  w a s  a  h u g e  p lu s  t h a t  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  w a s  in v e s t e d  t o  c o m e  o u t  f o r  

p h a s e  o n e , a n d  t h e n  p la n n in g  t h e  [p o s s ib le ] 

im p le m e n t a t io n  in  p h a s e  t w o  r e a l ly  m a d e  

t h e  p r o je c t  c o m e  f u l l-c i r c le . I  r e a l ly  d o n ’t  

t h in k  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  w it h o u t  

t h e m .”  G r o u n d b r e a k in g  o f  t h e  D e s ig n -B u i ld  

p r o je c t  w a s  p la n n e d  fo r  a  c o m m u n it y  b u i ld  in  

s p r in g  2 0 2 0 , b u t  t h e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic  h a s  

t e m p o r a r i ly  s t a l le d  t h o s e  p la n s .

3 2 3 3

T h e  te am  c o n s id e re d  h o w  b u ild in g  a n d  s t re n g th e n in g  e x is t in g  

c o m m u n it y  p a r tn e rs h ip s  w a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  “d e s ig n ” e le m e n t  o f  t h e  

g a rd e n , a s  it  w o u ld  h e lp  e n s u re  th e  g a rd e n ’s  v ia b ilit y  a n d  la y  th e  

g ro u n d w o rk  fo r  fu tu re  fo o d  s y s te m s  w o rk  in  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d .  

 

B e y o n d  th e  p h y s ic a l d e s ig n  o f  t h e  g a rd e n , t h e  te am  id e n t ifi e d  

p ro g ram m in g  a n d  c u r r ic u lu m  p o s s ib ilit ie s , h e a r in g  f ro m  s t a k e h o ld e rs  

t h a t  c h ild re n ’s  a c t iv it ie s  w e re  a n  e ff e c t iv e  w a y  to  e d u c a te  a n d  e n g a g e  

fam ilie s . A n o th e r  c r it ic a l is s u e  w a s  id e n t ify in g  s t a k e h o ld e rs  w illin g  

to  m a in ta in  th is  s h a re d  c o lla b o ra t iv e  s p a c e . “T h o u g h  t h e  o b je c t iv e  

i s  t h e  d e s ig n  o f  a  c o m m u n it y  g a r d e n , t h e  w o r k  i s  m o r e  a b o u t  

b u i ld in g  p a r t n e r s h ip s  a n d  g iv in g  lo c a l  c o l la b o r a t o r s  a  p la c e  t o  

m e e t  a n d  n e tw o r k ,” s a id  A n e m o n e .

Im a g e  to  th e  R ig h t : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  Te am   p re s e n t in g  o u tc o m e s  o f  t h e ir  p ro je c t  

in  F a ll  2 0 1 9 .

A S  A  D E S I G N  A P P R O A C H
T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N

T H E  G A R D E N
T h e  s ite  d e s ig n  fe a tu re s  fo u r  ra is e d  b e d s  a n d  fo u r  

g a rd e n in g  ta b le s  fo r  u s e rs  w h o  h a v e  d iffi c u lt y  

b e n d in g  o r  k n e e lin g , o r  w h o  u s e  w h e e lc h a irs . 

T h e  g a rd e n  b e d s  a re  in te n d e d  to  b e  u s e d  b y  

o rg a n iz a t io n s  fo r  e d u c a t io n a l p ro g ram m in g , 

ra th e r  th a n  re s e r v e d  b y  in d iv id u a ls , a s  is  o fte n  

th e  c a s e  in  c o m m u n it y  g a rd e n s . A  b a n d s ta n d , 

c o m p o s t in g  a re a , p ic n ic  ta b le s , p o llin a to r  

g a rd e n , a n d  fru it  t re e s  fi ll o u t  th e  re m a in d e r  

o f th e  s p a c e , a llo w in g  th e  s ite  to  fu n c t io n  a s  a  

c o m m u n it y  p a rk  w ith  a  v a r ie t y  o f e d u c a t io n a l a n d   

fo o d -re la te d  u s e s . 

T h e  p r o je c t  r e c e iv e d   
a   d o n a t io n  f r o m   

T h e  D a v id  W a s s e rm a n   
F o u n d a t io n  In c .

students  
involved across 

disciplines

20

Tw e n t y  C o r n e l l  s t u d e n t s  
w e r e  in v o lv e d  a c r o s s  t h e  t w o  
s e m e s t e r s  o f  in v o lv e m e n t . 

in donations
$6,000

T h e  p r o je c t  e a r n e d  a n  
E n g a g e d  C o r n e l l  G r a n t  f o r  
D e s ig n  B u i ld  P r o je c t  a n d  
M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y   

S o i l  a n d  W a t e r.

in grants
$5,000
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P R O J E C T  B R I E F
In  S p r in g  2 0 1 7 , t h e  C i t y  o f  E lm ir a  

a p p l ie d  t o  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t o  c r e a t e  

a  m a s t e r  p la n  f o r  a  r e d e s ig n  o f   

E r n ie  D a v is  P a r k . T h e  p a r k  i s  n a m e d  

a f t e r  E r n ie  D a v is  (1 9 3 9 -1 9 6 3 ), t h e  

fi r s t  A f r ic a n -A m e r ic a n  t o  w in  t h e  

H e is m a n  T r o p h y , c o l le g e  f o o t b a l l ’s  

h ig h e s t  h o n o r. E r n ie  D a v is  g r e w  u p  

p la y in g  s p o r t s  a t  t h e  p a r k  a n d  i s  

b e lo v e d  a n d  d e a r ly  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  

t h e  c o m m u n it y . E r n ie  D a v is  P a r k  i s  

a n  e s s e n t ia l  g a t h e r in g  p la c e  f o r  t h e  

n e ig h b o r h o o d , h o s t in g  e v e n t s  s u c h  

a s  t h e  r e g io n ’s  la r g e s t  J u n e t e e n t h  

c e le b r a t io n  e v e r y  y e a r.

T h e  re p o r t  d ra f te d  b y  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  

c o n t in u e s  to  b e  u s e d  to  s u c c e s s fu lly  

a t t ra c t  fu n d in g  fo r  p a rk  im p ro v e m e n t s . A n  

in c lu s iv e , n a tu ra l-p la y  p la y g ro u n d  a n d  a  

c o m m u n it y  s t a g e  th a t  w e re  s u g g e s te d  b y  

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  a s  p a rk  e le m e n t s  a re  s la te d  

to  b e  im p le m e n te d . T h e  C it y  h a s  h ire d  th e  

p la y g ro u n d  d e s ig n  fi rm  P la y  B y  D e s ig n  to  

in v o lv e  th e  c o m m u n it y  in  t h e  b u ild in g  o f  

t h e  p la y g ro u n d  in  S u m m e r  2 0 2 0 . 

F u n d in g  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  p ro c u re d  to  b u ild  

t h e  c o m m u n it y  s t a g e /p a v ilio n . T h e  C it y  h a d  

te n ta t iv e ly  s c h e d u le d  a  w o m e n ’s  b u ild  d a y  

fo r  M o th e r ’s  D a y  in  M a y  2 0 2 0  to  im p le m e n t  

th e  p ro je c t , t h o u g h  th e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic  

h a s  t e m p o ra r ily  p o s tp o n e d  th e s e  p la n s .

O U T C O M E

Source: Background aerial imagery from Google Earth, 2020. 

Elmira
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T H E  S I T E

T H E  P R O C E S S

H I G H L I G H T S

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R

T h e  3 -a c re  p a rk  is  lo c a te d  a b o u t  0 .4  m ile s  n o r th  o f  

E lm ira ’s  c e n t ra l d o w n to w n . I t  is  lo c a te d  a d ja c e n t  to  L a k e  

S t re e t , w h ic h  w a s  id e n t ifi e d  in  E lm ira ’s  C o m p re h e n s iv e  

M a s te r  P la n  a s  a  C u ltu ra l C o r r id o r  d u e  to  it s  h is to r ic  a n d  

a rc h ite c tu ra l a s s e t s , a s  w e ll a s  a  p r io r it y  fo r  C o m p le te  

S t re e t s  p ro je c t s . T h e  s it e  is  a d ja c e n t  to  a  c o m m u n it y  

c e n te r, e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l, s e v e ra l c h u rc h e s , a n d  a  

n e w ly  re n o v a te d  a p a r tm e n t  c o m p le x . 

 

In  a d d it io n  to  it s  c o n n e c t io n  to  E rn ie  D a v is , t h e  p a rk  

is  h is to r ic a lly  s ig n ifi c a n t  fo r  it s  lo c a t io n  w ith in  th e  

b o u n d a r ie s  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  S la b to w n , 

a n  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  n e ig h b o rh o o d  fo u n d e d  in  

t h e  1 8 4 0 s  b y  p e o p le  e s c a p in g  s la v e r y  a r r iv in g  

f ro m  th e  S o u th  o n  th e  U n d e rg ro u n d  R a ilro a d . T h e  

n e ig h b o rh o o d  w a s  c o m p le te ly  ra z e d  in  t h e  e ra  o f  

u rb a n  re n e w a l, a n d  o n ly  a  sm a ll h is to r ic  m a rk e r  

a c k n o w le d g e s  th e  s it e ’s  h is to r y . 

Im a g e : E rn ie  D a v is , im a g e  re c e iv e d  f ro m  J a c k  M o o re .
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This was a game-changing project 
for me. I encountered what it’s like 
to work on a project that holds a 
powerful meaning for the community. 
It made me think about how I can 
really put my values into action.”  
- Elizabeth Fabis, MLA ‘19 

“

Elizabeth Fabis (MLA’19)

$300,000 + in  fu n d in g  a n d

25 d e s ig n  c h a re t te  p a r t ic ip a n t s
85 s u r v e y  re s p o n s e s

15 s t u d e n t s  e n g a g e d

in -k in d  d o n a t io n s

O n  th e ir  s it e  v is it , t h e  t e am  o b s e r v e d  th a t  t h e  p a rk ’s  

p la y g ro u n d  e q u ip m e n t , b e n c h e s , a n d  p ic n ic  s h e lte rs  

w e re  a g in g  a n d  d e te r io ra te d . T h e  g ro u p  c o n n e c te d  

w ith  th e  p a rk ’s  m a n y  s t a k e h o ld e rs  t h ro u g h  c o m m u n it y  

m e e t in g s , p h o n e  in te r v ie w s , a n d  s u r v e y s  d is t r ib u te d  a t  

t h e  a d ja c e n t  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l to  h e a r  a b o u t  d e s ire d  

im p ro v e m e n t s  fo r  t h e  p a rk . B e s id e s  d e s ir in g  n e w  p a rk  

am e n it ie s , s u c h  a s  a  p la y g ro u n d  a n d  a  c o v e re d  v e n u e  

fo r  J u n e te e n th  c e le b ra t io n s , s t a k e h o ld e rs  e x p re s s e d  

a n  in te re s t  in  m a k in g  th e  p a rk ’s  h is to r y  a n d  t ie s  to  

E rn ie  D a v is  m o re  e v id e n t . O n e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  t e am  in te r v ie w e d  J a c k  M o o re , E rn ie  D a v is ’s  

f r ie n d  a n d  c o -c a p ta in , a b o u t  w a y s  th e  p a rk  c o u ld  

b e s t  h o n o r  E rn ie  D a v is ’s  life  a n d  v a lu e s . H is to r y  a n d  

m e m o r y  w e re  e v id e n t  in  t h e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am ’s  

fi n a l p ro p o s a l: t h e  v e rn a c u la r  a rc h ite c tu re  o f  S la b to w n  

w a s  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  a  m u lt i-fu n c t io n a l s t a g e  a n d  

p a v ilio n , a  s t a tu e  o f  E rn ie  D a v is  w a s  p ro p o s e d , a n d  

a n d  th e  d e s ig n  e n c o u ra g e s  v is ito rs  to  “E x e rc is e  w ith  

E rn ie ” t h ro u g h  th e  p ro p o s e d  im p ro v e d  a th le t ic  a n d  

re c re a t io n a l e le m e n t s . 
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C O M M U N I T Y
C O N N E C T I O N S
D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p r o je c t s  
r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  c r e a t in g  n e w  
p h y s ic a l  c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw e e n  
p la c e s  s t r e n g t h e n s  a c c e s s  t o  
r e c r e a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  a s  w e l l  
a s  c o m m u n it ie s ’ r e la t io n s h ip s  w it h  
e a c h  o t h e r.

03.

Case Study | H am m o n d s p o r t , N Y

Profile | C lie n t  P ro fi le p .4 0

p .4 2

p .4 8

D a v id  O liv e r

C re a t in g  a  C o n n e c te d  Tra il S y s tem

C o n v e r t in g  R a ils  to  Tra ils

Snapshot  | D r y d e n , N Y

Im a g e : V ie w  o f  C h a m p lin  B e a c h  P a r k , H a m m o n d s p o r t , F a l l  2 0 1 6 .



D a v i d  O l i v e r
D a v id  O liv e r, F o rm e r  To w n  A s s e s s o r  o f  U rb a n a , a n d  fo u n d e r  o f  t h e  F r ie n d s  

o f  H am m o n d s p o r t  A re a  T ra ils  a n d  P a rk s , h a d  a  v is io n  fo r  e n h a n c in g  th e  

re c re a t io n a l a s s e t s  o f  t h e  V illa g e  o f  H am m o n d s p o r t  fo r  lo c a ls  a n d  v is ito rs  

a lik e . T h e  v illa g e ’s  a p p lic a t io n  w a s  s e le c te d  fo r  a  c o lla b o ra t io n  w ith  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t . T h e  p a r tn e rs h ip  re s u lte d  in  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  s c o p e  a n d  c o s t  

e s t im a te  fo r  t h e  p ro je c t . T h e  fi n a l re p o r t  a n d  g ra p h ic s  p ro d u c e d  h e lp e d  

O liv e r  g a in  p u b lic  s u p p o r t  fo r  t h e  p ro je c t . O liv e r  c re d it s   a  s u c c e s s fu l 

g ra n t  a p p lic a t io n  p a c k a g e  to  th e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am  a n d  “m a n y  m in d s  

a p p ro a c h in g  th e  s it u a t io n .”

“The information 
Design Connect  
had on the cost for  
Rails to Trails  
was really helpful.”

[ P R O F I L E
C L I E N T  P R O F I L E  ]

4 0

In  2 0 1 5 , O l iv e r  c o n t a c t s  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  

t o  p la n  a  r a i ls  t o  t r a i ls  c o n v e r s io n  o f  t h e  

o ld  B a t h  a n d  H a m m o n d s p o r t  r a i l r o a d . 

T h e  g r o u p  s u r v e y e d  t h e  s i t e  c o n d i t io n s  

a n d  a n a ly z e d  p r e c e d e n t  p r o je c t s , w h ic h  

a l lo w e d  t h e m  t o  d e v e lo p  a  d e t a i le d  c o s t  

e s t im a t e  f o r  t h e  c l ie n t .

In   2 0 1 4 , O l iv e r  f o u n d s  t h e  F r ie n d s  o f  

H a m m o n d s p o r t  A r e a  T r a i ls  a n d  P a r k s  

t o  h e lp  a c h ie v e  h is  v i s io n  o f  a  m o r e  

c o n n e c t e d  t r a i l  n e t w o r k  in  t h e  r e g io n .

S a t i s fi e d  b y  t h e  fi r s t  c o l la b o r a t io n , 

O l iv e r  a p p l ie s  f o r  a  s e c o n d  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  p r o je c t  t o  c o n t in u e  c o n n e c t in g  

H a m m o n d s p o r t  a r e a  t r a i ls  a n d  

p a r k s : a  r e d e s ig n  o f  a  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  

H a m m o n d s p o r t  w a t e r f r o n t  s p a n n in g  f r o m  

C h a m p lin  B e a c h  t o  G le n n  H . C u r t i s s  P a r k .

T h o u g h  t h e  r a i ls  t o  t r a i ls  c o n v e r s io n  h a s  

s t a l le d , O l iv e r  r e m a in s  u n d e t e r r e d . In  la t e  

2 0 1 7 , H a m m o n d s p o r t  r e c e iv e d  a  $ 6 8 3 ,6 0 3  

g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  N e w  Yo r k  D e p a r tm e n t  

o f  S t a t e  L o c a l  W a t e r f r o n t  R e v i t a l i z a t io n  

P r o g r a m  t o  c o n s t r u c t   a n  A D A  a c c e s s ib le  

k a y a k  la u n c h  a n d  t h e  t r a i l , b o a r d w a lk , a n d  

b r id g e  a t  C h a m p lin  B e a c h . S in c e  t h e n , 

e n g in e e r s  h a v e  b e g u n  d e s ig n in g  t h e  

K e u k a  in le t  b r id g e .

F A L L  2 0 1 5

S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

F A L L  2 0 1 6

F A L L  2 0 1 7



C A S E  S T U D Y 
H A M M O N D S P O R T ,  N Y
T h e  V illa g e  o f  H am m o n d s p o r t , lo c a te d  o n  th e  s o u th e rn  t ip  o f  

K e u k a  L a k e , is  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  n a tu ra l b e a u t y , b u t  it s  t ra ils  a n d  

re c re a t io n a l a s s e t s  w e re  s c a t te re d  a n d  d is c o n n e c te d  f ro m  o n e  

a n o th e r. 

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  t a s k  w a s  to  d e s ig n  a  t ra il a n d  

b r id g e  c o n n e c t in g  th e  tw o  p a rk s : C h am p lin  B e a c h  

a n d  G le n n  H . C u r t is s  P a rk . T h is  c o n n e c t io n  w a s  th e  

“m is s in g  p u z z le  p ie c e ,” t h a t  if  c o m p le te d , w o u ld  

c re a te  a  c o n t in u o u s  c irc u it  b e tw e e n  th e  e x is t in g  

t ra il n e tw o rk , t h e  ra il t ra il, a n d  d o w n to w n . In  

a d d it io n , D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  w a s  a s k e d  to  p ro p o s e  a  

d e s ig n  fo r  C h am p lin  B e a c h  th a t  c o u ld  re s t ru c tu re  

th e  d is o rg a n iz e d  p a rk in g  lo t  a n d  p ro v id e  a n  

a t t ra c t iv e  re c re a t io n a l a re a  fo r  re s id e n t s  a n d  

v is ito rs  to  t a k e  in  s p e c t a c u la r  v ie w s  o f  K e u k a  L a k e .   

E X IS T IN G  T R A IL  
N E T W O R K

P L A N N E D  R A
IL  T R A IL

C U R T IS S  PA R K

C H A M P L IN  B E A C H
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F O R  T O U R I S T S  &  F O R  L O C A L S

“Though three waterfront plans had been 
proposed for the Village of Hammondsport, 
they had gained little forward momentum, 
and it was David Oliver’s hope that Design 
Connect’s assistance would again be 
successful in moving the project forward.”
 

-Kate Flaherty, Design Connect Impact Report Writer 

following an interview with David Oliver. C h am p lin  B e a c h  is  a n  e s t a b lis h e d  w a te r f ro n t  

p a rk . V is ito rs  a re  m o s t  lik e ly  to  h a v e  v is it e d  

th e  s it e  fo r  it s  a c c e s s  to  t h e  sw im m in g  b e a c h  

a t  t h e  a d ja c e n t  To w n  o f  U rb a n a  p ro p e r t y , b u t  

C h am p lin  B e a c h  a ls o  e n c o m p a s s e s  w o o d s , 

w e t la n d s , a n d  t ra ils  t h a t  m e a n d e r  n o r th  

b e h in d  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  h ig h  s c h o o l. T h e s e  

t ra ils  c u r re n t ly  d e a d -e n d  a t  a  c re e k  in le t  to  

K e u k a  L a k e . O n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  t h e  in le t  

is  G le n n  C u r t is s  P a rk , a  n e w ly  c re a te d  lo w -

im p a c t  w a te r f ro n t  p a rk  th a t  is  a n o th e r  p ro je c t  

b e in g  m o v e d  fo rw a rd  b y  O liv e r. F ro m  G le n n  

C u r t is s  P a rk , it  is  ju s t  a  s h o r t  w a lk  to  b o th  

H am m o n d s p o r t ’s  d o w n to w n  a n d  th e  p la n n e d  

ra il t ra il.

T h e  te am  to u re d  th e  s it e , it s  n e ig h b o r in g  

p a rk s , a n d  d o w n to w n . B a c k  o n  c am p u s , t h e y  

le a rn e d  a b o u t  H am m o n d s p o r t ’s  h is to r y , 

a n d  a b o u t  G le n n  C u r t is s , H am m o n d s p o r t  

n a t iv e  a n d  in v e n to r  o f  t h e  s e a p la n e .  

T h e  c o m m u n it y  m e e t in g  w a s  w e ll a t te n d e d , 

a n d  th e  te am  h e a rd  f ro m  re s id e n t s  a n d  sm a ll-

b u s in e s s  o w n e rs  e a g e r  fo r  m o re  w a te r  a c c e s s , 

a  fo rm a l p a rk in g  lo t , a n d  p o s s ib le  la n d s c a p in g  

m e th o d s  to  d is c o u ra g e  th e  la rg e  C a n a d a  g o o s e  

p o p u la t io n  a t  C h am p lin  B e a c h . 

I M P R O V I N G  
W A T E R F R O N T

I m a g e s  L e f t  t o  R i g h t :  O n  th e  le f t , 

lo o k in g  o u t  to  K e u k a  L a k e  a t  C h am p lin  

B e a c h  P a rk ; o n  th e  r ig h t . im a g e  o f  t h e  

s h o re s  o f  C h am p lin  B e a c h  P a rk ; t h e  V illa g e  

o f  H am m o n d s p o r t  a n d  To w n  o f  U rb a n a , 

F a ll 2 0 1 6 . 

H A M M O N D S P O R T
A C C E S S  I N



4 6

T h e  V i l la g e  o f  H a m m o n d s p o r t , a n d  t h e  

e n c o m p a s s in g  To w n  o f  U r b a n a , a r e  

lo c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t ip  o f  K e u k a  L a k e , 

a n d  in  t h e  la r g e r  F in g e r  L a k e s  R e g io n . 

H a m m o n d s p o r t  i s  n e s t le d  in  t h e  c r u x  

o f  a  g la c ia l-fo rm e d  h a n g in g -v a l le y . A s  

s u c h , i t  s h a r e s  s im i la r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  

o t h e r  F in g e r  L a k e s  t o w n s : d r a m a t ic  v ie w s , 

w a t e r  a c c e s s , a n d  r o c k y  s o i ls  t h a t  s u p p o r t  

v i t i c u lt u r e . T h e s e  c o n d i t io n s , in  a d d i t io n  

t o  i t s  s t r o n g  l in k a g e  w it h  a v ia t io n  in  t h e  

p a s t , h e lp  s u p p o r t  i t s  t o u r i s m . 

T h e  W a t e r f r o n t  a s  a  
P i v o t a l  C o m m u n i t y  S p a c e

T h e  p ro je c t  m a n a g e r, Te s s  R u sw ic k  (M L A ’1 8 ), s a id  th a t  h e r  t e am  “s t e p p e d  

o u t s id e  t h e i r  c o m fo r t  z o n e ”  t o  w o rk  in  a  c ro s s -d is c ip lin a r y  m a n n e r. D u r in g  

th e  d e s ig n  p ro c e s s , t h e  te am  s p lit  in to  th re e  m ic ro -te am s  to  a d d re s s  t h e  

c lie n t ’s  c o n c e rn s : P a rk in g , C irc u la t io n , a n d  W a te r f ro n t . P la n n in g  s tu d e n t s  

le a rn e d  A u to C A D  a n d  A d o b e  P h o to s h o p  – tw o  p ro g ram s  n o t  t y p ic a lly  

t a u g h t  w ith in  th e  p la n n in g  c u r r ic u lu m  – to  d ra f t  t h e  s it e  p ro g ram  a n d  

c re a te  re n d e r in g s  o f  t h e  d e s ig n  p ro p o s a l. T h e  te am  p ro p o s e d  a  b r id g e  

c ro s s in g  th e  in le t  c re e k , fo o tp a th s , a  ra is e d  b o a rd w a lk  to  c ro s s  w e t la n d  

a re a s , a n d  a  b o a rd w a lk  o b s e r v a t io n  p la t fo rm . In  a d d it io n , t h e y  p ro p o s e d  

re o rg a n iz in g  th e  p a rk in g  lo t , in s t a llin g  a n  A D A -a c c e s s ib le  k a y a k  la u n c h , a n d  

re p la c in g  th e  e x is t in g  tu r f  w ith  s t r ip s  o f  w ild fl o w e r  m e a d o w  to  d is c o u ra g e  

th e  C a n a d a  g e e s e , am o n g  o th e r  im p ro v e m e n t s . 

Im a g e  to  th e  R ig h t : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  Te am  fa c ilit a t in g  a  c o m m u n it y  o u t re a c h  e v e n t  

in  F a ll 2 0 1 6 .

C O N N E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S
T R A I L  S Y S T E M  D E S I G N

L O C A L  I N S I G H T S
R u sw ic k  c re d it s  O liv e r  a s  t h e  d r iv in g  fo rc e  b e h in d  th e  

s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p ro je c t : “Dave is such a congenial, 

warm person who manages to strategize how to 

get things done. Just the way he’s managed to grow 

the trail network is incredible.” F o r  R u sw ic k , a n  I t h a c a  

n a t iv e , t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p ro je c t  h a s  

a  s p e c ia l m e a n in g : “Knowing that I can go and visit 

this place is especially rewarding. There’s a certain 

kind of aesthetic to the ends of the Finger Lakes – the 

horizon of steep hills and lakes. The waterfront is such 

an important part of a Finger Lakes community.”

$683,603
in grants

Village of Hammondsport  
receives grant from the 

New York Department of 
State Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Program

2 semesters
of student  

engagement

Design Connect develops a 
continuing partnership with 

the Village of Hammondsport 
over two semesters of student 

engagement

T h e  c o m m u n it y  o f  H a m m o n d s p o r t -

U r b a n a  m a in t a in s  a  s t r o n g  a n d  a c t iv e  

c o n n e c t io n  t o  t h e  w a t e r. M a n y  o f  t h e  

e v e n t s  h o s t e d  in  t h e  c o m m u n it y  a r e  

lo c a t e d  in  c lo s e  p r o x im it y  t o  t h e  la k e : 

S m o k e  o n  t h e  W a t e r  B B Q , S e a p la n e  

H o m e c o m in g , O n c e  U p o n  a  L a k e  

S t o r y t e l l in g  F e s t iv a l, L i t t le  L e a g u e  G a m e s , 

a n d  t h e  4 t h  o f  J u ly  F i r e m a n ’s  C a r n iv a l. T h e  

w a t e r f r o n t  i s  a  p iv o t a l  c o m m u n it y  s p a c e .

T h e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e a m  g a in e d  k e y  

in s ig h t s  f r o m  c o m m u n it y  m e m b e r s , 

in c lu d in g  a  d e s i r e  t o  m a in t a in  t h e  

in t e g r i t y  o f  H a m m o n d s p o r t  ‘s  a b u n d a n t  

n a t u r a l  b e a u t y , m a x im iz e  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  

t h e  w a t e r f r o n t , a n d  s o l id i f y  t h e  in fo rm a l  

t r a i ls  t h a t  c r o s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e t la n d . 

T h e s e  in s ig h t s  a l lo w e d  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  

t o  in t e g r a t e  in t o  t h e  p r o g r a m m in g  

p la n s  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  

t h e  lo c a l  c o m m u n it y  a n d  t h e  V i l la g e  o f  

H a m m o n d s p o r t  w e r e  a d d r e s s e d .

students  
involved across 

disciplines

A significant number of 
students across disciplines 

were were able to participate 
in engaged learning and gain 

practical skills

28
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T h e  D r y d e n  R a il T ra il h a s  b e c o m e  a  k e y  

c o n s e r v a t io n  a n d  s u s t a in a b ilit y  s t ra te g y  fo r  

t h e  To w n  o f  D r y d e n  a n d  s u r ro u n d in g  a re a s . 

T h e  t ra il c u r re n t ly  c o n n e c t s  tw o  in te rs e c t in g  

a b a n d o n e d  ra il lin e s . T h e  To w n ’s  lo n g -te rm  

g o a l is  to  c o n t in u e  to  e x te n d  th e  t ra il a lo n g  

e a c h  ra il lin e , c re a t in g  a n  e x te n s iv e  s e t  o f  

t ra ils  t h a t  c o u ld  c o n n e c t  I t h a c a  to  C o r t la n d  

a n d  D r y d e n  to  G ro to n , b o th  p a s s in g  

th ro u g h  th e  F re e v ille  in te rs e c t io n . 

O U T C O M E

EXISTING TRAIL

4 8 4 9

village
 of Freeville

town
of  Dryden

P R O J E C T  B R I E F

In  t h e  F a l l  o f  2 0 1 4 , t h e  T o w n  o f  

D r y d e n  a p p r o a c h e d  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  

f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  c r e a t in g  a  d e s ig n  

c o n c e p t  f o r  t h e  c o n v e r s io n  o f  a  

s e c t io n  o f  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  L e h ig h -

V a l le y  r a i l  l in e  in t o  a  p u b l ic  t r a i l . T h e  

p r o p o s e d  t r a i l  w o u ld  b e  o p e n  t o  

w a lk e r s , h ik e r s , jo g g e r s , c y c l i s t s , a n d  

c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k ie r s . T h e  g o a ls  f o r  

t h e  p r o je c t  in c lu d e d  a n  a s s e s sm e n t  

o f  e x is t in g  c o n d i t io n s , d e v e lo p m e n t  

o f  a  t r a i l  c o s t  e s t im a t e , in fo rm a t io n  

o n  f u n d in g  s o u r c e s , a n d  t h e  c r e a t io n  

o f  g r a p h ic s  a n d  d ia g r a m s  t o  le n d  

s t r e n g t h  t o  g r a n t  a p p l ic a t io n s .

Source: Background aerial imagery from Google Earth, 2020. 

RAIL 
TO

 TRAIL

EXISTING TRAIL
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Im a g e : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  F a c i l i t a t in g  a  p u b l ic  o u t r e a c h  m e e t in g ; D r y d e n , S p r in g  2 0 1 5 .

Eileen Munch (MRP’16)

Kyle Sitzman (MLA’17)

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R

5 0

It was great to work with these 
wonderful students. Design Connect 
really helped convince the town 
government, public, and landowners 
that the rail trail was a project worth 
supporting.”  
- Bob Beck, Chair of Rail Trail Task Force, 

  Town of Dryden (NY)

“

T H E  O U T C O M E

$1,772,540 a w a rd e d  v ia  g ra n t s

6.25 miles (Va rn a -F re e v ille  t ra il)
2 p u b lic  o u t re a c h  m e e t in g s

40 p u b lic  e v e n t  a t te n d e e s

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  re p o r t  fo r th e  p ro je c t  w a s  p u b lish e d  in  

2 015 ; in  2 016  th e  to w n  b o a rd  a g re e d  to  fo rm  a  R a il Tra il ta sk  

fo rc e , p u tt in g  B o b  B e c k  in  c h a rg e . T h e  ta sk  fo rc e , c o m p rise d  

o f v o lu n te e r g ran t w rite rs , a  g rap h ic  a r t is t , e v e n t c o o rd in a to rs  

a n d  an  e xp e rie n c e d  b u ild e r, h a s  c o n tin u e d  o u tre a c h  a n d  

p u rsu e d  w o rk  o n  th e  ra il to  tra il c o n v e rs io n , u s in g  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t ’s  re p o r t  to  a p p ly  fo r g ran ts  to  fu r th e r th e  w o rk . To  

d a te , th e  p ro je c t  h a s  re c e iv e d  fu n d in g  fro m  th e  N YS  O ffi c e  

o f Pa rks, R e c re a tio n  a n d  H is to ric  P re se rv a tio n , th e  A A RP, 

C o rn e ll U n iv e rs ity, th e  Tria d  Fo u n d a tio n  a n d  th e  To m p k in s  

C o u n ty  P la n n in g  D e p a r tm e n t a n d  C o u n ty  To u rism  P ro g ram . 

In  Sp rin g  2 019 , th e  To w n  o f D ryd e n  w a s  aw a rd e d  a  $ 1 .5  

m illio n  g ran t fro m  th e  N YS  D e p a r tm e n t o f Tra n sp o rta tio n  to  

h e lp  b u ild  a  c rit ic a l p e d e stria n  b rid g e  c ro ss in g  a t  N YS  R o u te  

1 3 , n e a r th e  in te rse c tio n  o f R o u te  3 66 . T h is  se c tio n  lin ks  w ith  

th e  n e a rb y  C ayu g a  Tra il a n d  th e  tra ils  in  th e  C o rn e ll B o tan ic  

G a rd e n s’  M o n ke y  R u n  N a tu ra l A re a . 

T H E  S I T E

T H E  P R O C E S S

Th e  id e a  to  tu rn  th e  a b an d o n e d  ra il lin e  in to  a  p u b lic  tra il 

g o e s  b a c k  to  a t  le a s t  th e  1 970 s  a n d  th e  in it ia t iv e  h ad  b e e n  

b ro u g h t fo rw a rd  se v e ra l t im e s  u n su c c e ss fu lly. W h e n  lo c a l 

re s id e n t a n d  C o rn e ll a lu m n u s, B o b  B e c k , b e c am e  th e  c h a ir  

o f th e  To w n  o f D ryd e n ’s  C o n se rv a tio n  C o m m iss io n , h e  a n d  

o th e r p ro p o n e n ts  p u sh e d  th e  p ro je c t  fo rw a rd  w ith  b ro ad e r  

su p p o rt. T h e  d e c o m m iss io n e d  Le h ig h  Va lle y  R a ilro ad  is  

m ad e  u p  o f o v e r 2 0  m ile s  o f ra il b e d s  th a t o n c e  lin ke d  Ith a c a  

to  D ryd e n  v ia  F re e v ille . A b an d o n e d  in  1 976 , th e se  ra il b e d s  

tra v e rse  la n d  w ith  m u lt ip le  o w n e rs  a n d  a  v a rie ty  o f u se s. T h e  

c u rre n t c o n v e rs io n  p ro je c t, 1 0 .4  m ile s  in  le n g th , ru n s  fro m  th e  

Villa g e  o f D ryd e n  to  Ith a c a , w h ile  p a ss in g  th ro u g h  th e  Villa g e  

o f F re e v ille  a n d  th e  h am le ts  o f E tn a  a n d  Va rn a . W o rk in g  

fro m  b o th  e n d s  to w a rd s  th e  m id d le , a  fi rs t  c e le b ra tio n  w a s  

h e ld  fo r th e  3 -m ile  D ryd e n  to  F re e v ille  se c tio n  (th e  e a s t  e n d  

lin k in g  d ire c tly  to  th e  p o p u la r 4 -m ile  J im  S c h u g  tra il) w ith  

o ffi c ia l o p e n in g  in  Sp rin g  2 019 . A t th e  w e ste rn  e n d  o f th e  

p ro je c t, th e  tra il tra v e rse s  a  p ro p e r ty  o f th e  N e w  Yo rk  S ta te  

D e p a r tm e n t o f E n v iro nm e n ta l C o n se rv a tio n , w h e re  it  is  

c u rre n tly  u n d e r c o n stru c tio n , a n d  fro m  th e re  it  w ill c o n n e c t  

th e  n e tw o rk  to  th e  E a s t  Ith a c a  R e c re a tio n  W ay.

M em b e rs  o f D e s ig n  C o n n e c t m e t w ith  to w n  su p e rv iso r  

M a ry  A n n  Su m n e r a n d  th e  C o n se rv a tio n  B o a rd  to  d isc u ss  

a sp ira t io n s, e xp e c ta tio n s, c h a lle n g e s, a s  w e ll a s  th e  h is to ry  

o f th e  tra il. T h e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t te am  th e n  a sse sse d  th e  

tra il n e tw o rk  a n d  s ite  c o n d it io n s. T h e y  a lso  re se a rc h e d  

p re c e d e n t s ite s , c o m p lia n c e , a n d  re g u la tio n s  s ta n d a rd s  to  

b e tte r in fo rm  th e ir d e s ig n s  a n d  re c o m m e n d a tio n s. T h e  te am  

th e n  o rg an ize d  o u tre a c h , b ro u g h t th e  c o m m u n ity  to g e th e r  

fo r p u b lic  m e e tin g s, sp e c ific a lly  ta rg e tin g  la n d o w n e rs, a n d  

g a th e re d  su p p o rt  th ro u g h  p a r t ic ip a to ry  d e s ig n  a c tiv it ie s . 

U s in g  in s ig h t g a in e d  fro m  p u b lic  fe e d b a c k , th e  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t Te am  c re a te d  d e s ig n  g u id e lin e s, la yo u ts , a n d  

fe a tu re s  fo r th e  tra il in  th e ir fin a l re p o r t. T h is  h e lp e d  th e  to w n  

su c c e ss fu lly  a p p ly  fo r g ran t fu n d in g , th e n  se rv e d  a s  a  g u id e  

fo r th e  p ro je c t ’s  im p lem e n ta tio n . 

H I G H L I G H T S



Case Study | B in g h am to n , N Y

Profile | C o m m u n it y  M e m b e r p .5 4

p .5 6

p .6 2

H e id i M o u ille s s e a u x -K u n zm a n

D e s ig n in g  a  R e s ilie n t  W a te r fro n t  P a rk

S h a p in g  a  G re e n  G a tew a y

Snapshot  | C a n d o r, N Y

C I V I C  S P A C E S
&  E Q U I T Y
D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  
p u b l ic  s p a c e s  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l ly  
c iv ic  s p a c e s : v e n u e s  w h e r e  p e o p le  
c a n  im b u e  a  p h y s ic a l  s p a c e  w it h  
s h a r e d  v a lu e s  a b o u t  w h a t  i t  
m e a n s  t o  e x is t  in  a  c o m m u n it y . B y  
e n g a g in g  c o m m u n it y  m e m b e r s  in  
a  d e m o c r a t ic  d e s ig n  p r o c e s s , p a s t  
p la n n in g  d e c is io n s  t h a t  c r e a t e d  
b a r r ie r s  a n d  in e q u i t ie s  c a n  b e  
t r a n s fo rm e d .

04.

Im a g e : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e a m  m e m b e r s  c a r r y in g  o u t  s u r v e y s  o n  s i t e , W i l l ia m  S t a ff e ld , B in g h a m t o n , S p r in g  2 0 1 9 .



H e i d i  M o u i l l e s s e a u x - K u n z m a n

“We had over 40 people at the 

community outreach meeting. 

It gives me a warm and fuzzy 

feeling that people were 

excited to be participating 

citizens and interested in 

the possibilities for the site. 

This is something that Design 

Connect really helps support.” 

[ P R O F I L E
C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R  ]

5 4

H e id i is  a  S e n io r  E x te n s io n  A s s o c ia te  w ith  th e  C o m m u n it y  a n d  R e g io n a l 

D e v e lo p m e n t  In s t it u te  (C a R D I) in  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  D e v e lo p m e n t  

S o c io lo g y  a t  C o rn e ll U n iv e rs it y . S h e  w o rk s  w ith  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  re g io n s , 

t y p ic a lly  in  p a r tn e rs h ip  w ith  C o rn e ll C o o p e ra t iv e  E x te n s io n  (C C E ), to  

p ro v id e  te c h n ic a l a s s is t a n c e  a n d  c o lla b o ra t iv e ly  d e v e lo p  re s e a rc h , t ra in in g s , 

to o ls , a n d  re s o u rc e s  fo r  c o m m u n it y  a n d  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t . H e r  

a re a s  o f  w o rk  in c lu d e  th e  R u s t  to  G re e n  B in g h am to n  P ro je c t , a  u n iv e rs it y -

c o m m u n it y  p a r tn e rs h ip  c o -le d  b y  D r. S h o rn a  A llre d  a n d  C a R D I, d e s ig n e d  to  

b e t te r  u n d e rs t a n d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  fl o o d in g  a n d  c o m m u n it y  re s ilie n c y , v ia  

p a r t ic ip a to r y  a c t io n  re s e a rc h .

H e id i is  in c re a s in g ly  in te re s te d  in  a n d  s t a r t in g  

to  p u rs u e  a  re s e a rc h  a g e n d a  fo c u s e d  o n  

u n d e rs t a n d in g  s t ra te g ie s  c o m m u n it ie s  c a n  u s e  

to  c u lt iv a te  a  c o m m itm e n t  to  u n d e rs t a n d in g  

a n d  n u r tu r in g  c o m m u n it y  am o n g  c it iz e n s , 

p a r t ic u la r ly  y o u n g  p e o p le . T h e  b ro a d e r  c o n te x t  

fo r  h e r   in te re s t  is  a  b e lie f  t h a t  t h e  a b ilit y  to  

n u r tu re  c o m m u n it y  is  c r it ic a l to  t h e  lo n g -te rm  

s u s t a in a b ilit y  o f  h u m a n s , t h e  p la n e t , a n d  th e  

s p e c ie s  w ith  w h ic h  w e  s h a re  it .

A s  p a r t  o f  R u s t2 G re e n  B in g h am to n , H e id i 

p a r tn e re d  w ith  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  to  t a k e  a n  

e n g a g e d  a p p ro a c h  to w a rd s  R o c k  B o t to m  D am  

P a rk . 

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

S in c e  F a ll 2 0 1 7 , H e id  h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  w ith  

a  re s e a rc h  e ff o r t  d e s ig n e d  to  u n d e rs t a n d  a n d  

s t re n g th e n  im p a c t  a s s e s sm e n t  o f  lo c a l a n d  

re g io n a l fo o d  s y s te m s  in it ia t iv e s .

S in c e  2 0 1 3 , H e id i h a s  w o rk e d  to  d e v e lo p  

m e a n in g fu l, e n g a g e d  e d u c a t io n a l e x p e r ie n c e s  

a n d  c o u rs e s  fo r  C o rn e ll s t u d e n t s  t h ro u g h  

in te rn s h ip  p la c e m e n t s , p ra c t ic u m s , a n d  a p p lie d  

re s e a rc h  o p p o r tu n it ie s . 

F A L L  2 0 1 7

S P R I N G  2 0 1 4



ROCKBOTTOM DAM PARK

C A S E  S T U D Y 
B I N G H A M T O N ,  N Y

In  1 8 2 8 , R o c k b o t to m  D am  w a s  c o n s t ru c te d  to  p o w e r  a  

n e a rb y  g r is tm ill. T h e  s it e ’s  lo c a t io n  in  a  fl o o d  h a z a rd  a re a  

a n d  it s  in d u s t r ia l p a s t  h a s  c o n t r ib u te d  to  a  d is h a rm o n io u s  

re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  lo c a l re s id e n t s  a n d  th e  r iv e r.   

R o c k b o t to m  D am  w a s  e n g in e e re d  a s  a  lo w -h e a d  d am , a  

p a r t ic u la r ly  d a n g e ro u s  d e s ig n , w h e re  th e  c u r re n t  is  c re a te d  a t  t h e  

b a s e  a n d  c re a te s  a  c o n t in u o u s  lo o p  in  w h ic h  s e v e ra l d ro w n in g  

t ra g e d ie s  h a v e  o c c u re d . 

T h o u g h  B in g h am to n  w a s  o n c e  a  b u s t lin g  e p ic e n te r  fo r  r iv e r  

t ra n s p o r t a t io n  a n d  m a n u fa c tu r in g  in  t h e  S o u th e rn  T ie r, re a c h in g  

it s  p o p u la t io n  p e a k  in  1 9 5 0 , it  h a s  s in c e  e x p e r ie n c e d  lo s s  o f  

in d u s t r y  a n d  p o p u la t io n  d e c lin e . R e c e n t ly , in v e s tm e n t  a n d  

re v it a liz a t io n  e ff o r t s  h a v e  b e g u n  to  b r in g  n e w  re s t a u ra n t s , re t a il, 

a n d  p e d e s t r ia n -fr ie n d ly  s t re e t s  to  t h e  d o w n to w n ; h o w e v e r, t h e s e  

im p ro v e m e n t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s p re a d  e v e n ly . 
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M a n y  fa c to rs  h a v e  s h a p e d  th e  C it y  o f  B in g h am to n  a n d  th e  

D o w n to w n  n e ig h b o rh o o d  a d ja c e n t  to  R o c k b o t to m  D am , 

b u t  t h e  a re a  h a s  b e e n  e s p e c ia lly  im p a c te d  b y  m a jo r  fl o o d  

e v e n t s  g o in g  b a c k  to  t h e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  t h e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y . 

T h o u g h  fl o o d w a lls  a n d  le v e e s  w e re  c o n s t ru c te d  o n  th e  

c it y ’s  e d g e  in  a n  a t te m p t  to  c o n ta in  th e  C h e n a n g o  a n d  

S u s q u e h a n n a  R iv e rs , d e v a s t a t in g  fl o o d s , m o s t  re c e n t ly  in  

2 0 0 6  a n d  2 0 1 1 , h a v e  s p u r re d  a n  in te re s t  in  c it y  o ffi c ia ls  

to  e n v is io n  h o w  a  n e w  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  c it y  

a n d  it s  r iv e rs  c o u ld  c a t a ly z e  a n  e c o n o m ic  re n a is s a n c e  fo r  

B in g h am to n .

A lth o u g h  th e  w a te r  o f  t h e  S u s q u e h a n n a   

r iv e r  h a d  b e e n  d e e m e d  c le a n  fo r  re c re a t io n a l 

p u rp o s e s , D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am  m e m b e rs  

fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  c o m b a t in g  th e  p o p u la r  

a s s u m p t io n  th a t  t h e  r iv e r  w a s  c o n tam in a te d  

d u e  to  it s  in d u s t r ia l p a s t . T h e  te am  d e te rm in e d  

th a t  t h e  s it e  w a s  in  n e e d  o f  a  re s ilie n t  d e s ig n  

s t ra te g y  th a t  c o n s id e rs  t h e  s it e ’s  re s t r ic t io n s , a s  

w e ll a s  it s  p o te n t ia l to  m it ig a te  fl o o d  d am a g e . 

T h e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am  b e g a n  b y  d e lv in g  

in to  p u b lic ly  a c c e s s ib le  d a ta  to  e x p lo re  th e  

s it e ’s  c o n d it io n s , in c lu d in g  B in g h am to n ’s  

C o m p re h e n s iv e  P la n , it s  2 0 1 8  D o w n to w n  

R e v it a liz a t io n  In it ia t iv e  a p p lic a t io n , p o lic y  

b r ie fs , a n d  c e n s u s  d a ta . 

T h e  te am  th e n  m e t  w ith  R o b e r t  M u rp h y , 

D ire c to r  o f  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  w ith  

th e  C it y  o f  B in g h am to n , a n d  G e o rg e  H o m s y , 

a s s is t a n t  p ro fe s s o r, C o lle g e  o f  C o m m u n it y  

a n d  P u b lic  A ff a ir s , B in g h am to n  U n iv e rs it y , to  

to u r  t h e  s it e . T h e y  a ls o  p la n n e d  a  c o m m u n it y  

o u t re a c h  e v e n t  a n d  c o n d u c te d  s p o n ta n e o u s  

a n d  fo rm a l in te r v ie w s  w ith  lo c a l re s id e n t s , 

w h ic h  p ro v id e d  lo c a l k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  s it e .

A D D R E S S I N G 
E N V I R O N M E N T A L

I m a g e s  L e f t  t o  R i g h t :  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  

T e a m  M e m b e r  f a c i l i t a t in g  a  c o m m u n it y  

o u t r e a c h  e v e n t , S u s q u e h a n n a  R iv e r  

a t  R o c k b o t t o m  D a m ; W i l l ia m  S t a ff e ld , 

B in g h a m t o n , S p r in g  2 0 1 9 . 

B I N G H A M T O N
J U S T I C E  I N

T O W A R D S  A  M O R E  R E S I L I E N T  C O M M U N I T Y



6 0

In  2 0 1 4 , R u s t  2  G re e n  B in g h am to n  (R 2 G B ), 

a  n e tw o rk  o f  C o rn e ll e d u c a to rs , s t u d e n t s , 

re s e a rc h e rs , a n d  c o m m u n it y  p a r tn e rs , 

fo rg e d  a  p a r tn e rs h ip  to  “id e n t ify  a n d  

d e s ig n  in n o v a t iv e  s t ra te g ie s  a n d  s o lu t io n s  

a d d re s s in g  th e  u n iq u e  p ro b le m s  a n d  n e e d s  

o f  B in g h am to n .”

In  la te  2 0 1 8  R 2 B G B  s u b m it te d  a n  a p p lic a t io n  

to  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t , p ro p o s in g  th a t  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  le a d  a  c o m m u n it y -e n g a g e d  

d e s ig n  in it ia t iv e  fo r  a  p u b lic  s p a c e  o n  th e  

n o r th  s h o re  o f  R o c k b o t to m  D am  b a s e d  

o n  th e  c o m m u n it ie s ’ v is io n s  a n d  id e a s . 

R 2 G B ’s  e x te n s iv e  in te r v ie w s  w ith  c it iz e n s  

a n d  lo c a l le a d e rs  a b o u t  t h e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  

w ith  fl o o d in g  in  t h e  a re a  c re a te d  a  s o lid  

fo u n d a t io n  fo r  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t .

A t  t h e  s am e  t im e , M it c h e ll G la s s , le c tu re r  

o f  L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c tu re  a n d  P la n n in g ,  

le d  a  g ra d u a te  u rb a n  d e s ig n  s tu d io  in  

B in g h am to n . 

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  in v o lv e m e n t  in it ia te d  

th e  fi rs t  o f  m a n y  c o n v e rs a t io n s  to w a rd  a  

c o m m u n it y -e n g a g e d , fe a s ib le  d e s ig n  fo r  

t h e  n o r th  s h o re  o f  R o c k b o t to m  D am . 

Tw o  s tu d e n t s  in v o lv e d  in  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  

w o rk  in  B in g h am to n  c o n t in u e d  to  p u rs u e  

th e ir  w o rk  th ro u g h  a n  u n d e rg ra d u a te  

d e s ig n  s tu d io  le d  b y  A n n e  W e b e r, le c tu re r  o f  

L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c tu re . 

S P R I N G   2 0 1 4

F A L L  2 0 1 8

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

F A L L  2 0 1 9

T h e  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p ro je c t  o ff e re d  th e  c h a n c e  fo r so m e  s tu d e n ts , in c lu d in g  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  P ro je c t  M an a g e r, J ih a n y  H a s su n  (M LA ’2 0 ), to  g iv e  c o n t in u ity  to  o n g o in g  

p ro je c ts . H a s su n  h a d  ta k e n  a  L a n d sc a p e  A rc h ite c tu re  s tu d io  in  th e  Fa ll o f 2 0 1 8  in  w h ic h  

sh e  h a d  p ro p o se d  a  re d e s ig n  o f th e  R o c k b o tto m  D am  s ite  a s  p a r t  o f a  la rg e r c o a s ta l 

re s ilie n c y  s c h e m e , a n d  w a s  in t r ig u e d  b y  th e  p ro sp e c t  o f le a d in g  a  c o m m u n ity -e n g a g e d  

a p p ro a c h  to  th e  re d e s ig n  o f th e  s ite .  T h is  p ro je c t  a lso  in v o lv e d  tw o  C o rn e ll s tu d e n ts  fro m  

B in g h am to n , Jo se p h  N e il R e ig le  (B .U R S ’2 1 ) a n d  A m an d a  G a y le  C u r t is  (B .E S S /D SO C ’1 9 ), 

w h o  c o n tr ib u te d  to  it s  su c c e s s  b y  b r in g in g  im p o r ta n t  lo c a l in s ig h ts  to  th e  te am . “O u r  

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e a m  w a s  e x c e p t io n a lly  la rg e ; it  e n g a g e d  w ith  1 2  s t u d e n t s  o f  

d iv e r s e  b a c k g ro u n d s . T h e  in te rd is c ip lin a r y  n a tu re  o f  t h e  t e a m  a llo w e d  u s  t o  a d d re s s  

a  c o m p le x  s o c io -e c o lo g ic a l c h a lle n g e  fa c e d  b y  t h is  c o m m u n it y  in  in n o v a t iv e  w a y s . 

T h e  p ro d u c t  o f  t h e   p a r t n e r s h ip  w a s  a  m o re  h o llis t ic  a p p ro a c h  to  t h e  s it e ’s  d e s ig n . 

R e s e a rc h  in s t ru m e n t s  s u c h  a s  R o c k b o t to m  R u n  b o a rd  g a m e , d e s ig n e d  b y  t h e  D e s ig n  

C o n n e c t  t e a m  to  e v a lu a te  fl o o d  re s ilie n c y  in  t h e  t h e  r iv e r s id e  c o m m u n it y  a n d  p ro m o te  

c a p a c it y -b u ild in g  p ra c t ic e s  w ill b e  e m p lo y e d  a n d  h o p e fu lly  fu r t h e r  d e v e lo p e d  b y  

lo c a l d e c is io n  m a k e r s , r e s e a rc h e r s  a n d  lo c a l c o m m u n it y  m e m b e r s  fo r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .”   

- J ih a n y  H a s su n  (M LA  ‘2 1 ).

Im a g e  to  th e  R ig h t : D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am  m e m b e rs  a ro u n d  R o c k b o t to m  R u n  a t  a  

c o m m u n it y  o u t re a c h  e v e n t , W illia m  S ta ff e ld , S p r in g  2 0 1 8 .

P U B L I C  R E C R E A T I O N  S P A C E
D E S I G N I N G  A  R E S I L I E N T 

L O C A L  I N S I G H T S
D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  e n g a g e d  w ith  B in g h am to n ’s  c o m m u n it y  

to  re im a g in e  th e  p o te n t ia l o f  t h e  s it e  a s  a  p u b lic  p a rk  

a n d  c iv ic  s p a c e  fo r  lo c a ls  a n d  to u r is t s  a lik e . T h e  d e s ig n  

p ro p o s a l p u t  a  p a r t ic u la r  e m p h a s is  o n  th e  im p o r t a n c e  

o f  in c re a s e d  c o n n e c t iv it y  o f  t h e  p o te n t ia l R o c k b o t to m  

P a rk  to  e x is t in g  t ra il s y s te m s , a s  w e ll a s  D o w n to w n  

a n d  S o u th s id e  B in g h am to n . “The ultimate goal is to 

make it an important riverfront destination for the 

neighboring community and tourists alike, addressing 

the local desire for access to water recreation and a 

venue for outdoor cultural events,” s a y s  J ih a n y  (M L A  

’2 1 ). T h e  te am ’s  d e s ig n  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  r iv e r  a n d  d am  a s  

c u ltu ra l a s s e t s .

board 
game

This project is allowed 
students to test the potential 
of emerging and innovative 

community engagment 
practices in a real-world 

setting.

40
community 
members

By partnering with an existing 
organization, Design Connect 
was able to hold a successful 
and well-attended community 

meeting. 

students  
involved across 

disciplines

Design Connect’s team 
included people who grew 
up Binghamtom as well as 
students well-versed in the 

site from other class projects.

12 1



CANDOR COMMUNITY 
PARK AND PAVILION

6 2 6 3

P R O J E C T  B R I E F
In  S p r in g  2 0 1 5 , t h e  To w n  o f  C a n d o r  

a p p ro a c h e d  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  to  

p re p a re  a  p ro p o s a l fo r  a  c o m m u n it y  

p a v ilio n  a t  t h e  C a n d o r  C o m m u n it y  

P a rk . C a n d o r  t h e n  a p p lie d  fo r  a  s e c o n d  

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  p ro je c t  in  2 0 1 8  fo r  a  

m a s te r  p la n  to  b r in g  la n d s c a p e  a n d  

p ro g ram m a t ic  im p ro v e m e n t s  to  t h e  

p a rk . 

T h e  p a v ilio n  w a s  c o m p le te d  in  F a ll 

2 0 2 0 , a n d  m o re  fe a tu re s  to  e n r ic h  th e  

p a v ilio n  a n d  s it e  a re  b e in g  p la n n e d . 

“T h e  p ro je c t  is  b e in g  c o m p le te d  b y  lo c a l 

v o lu n te e rs  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a  g re a t  v e n u e  fo r  

g e t t in g  th e  c o m m u n it y  in v o lv e d . A ll in  a ll, t h e  

p a v i l i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  C a n d o r ’s  s e n s e  o f  

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h a s  c r e a t e d  n e t w o r k s  o f  

d o e r s  w h e r e  n o n e  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e .”

-David Astorina, member, Candor 
Parks Committee

O U T C O M E

Candor

town
of  Candor

Source: Background aerial imagery from Google Earth, 2020. 
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6 4

fe e d b a c k  a t  a  s e c o n d  c o m m u n it y  m e e t in g , w h ic h  

h e lp e d  th e  te am  m e rg e  e le m e n t s  f ro m  th e  d e s ig n  

p ro p o s a ls  in to  o n e  c o h e s iv e  p la n  th a t  c o m p le m e n t s  

t h e  o p e n , ru ra l fe e l o f  C a n d o r, w ith  a  w a lk in g  lo o p , 

n a tu re -b a s e d  p la y g ro u n d , p ic n ic  a re a , a n d  a  sm a ll 

s t a g e  a d ja c e n t  to  t h e  p a v ilio n . A lo n g  w ith  a  p la n t in g  

p la n , lig h t in g  p la n , a n d  b u d g e t , t h e  te am  c re a te d  a  

fl y -th ro u g h  a n im a t io n  o f  t h e ir  d e s ig n  th a t  t h e  to w n  

h o p e s  w ill b e  u s e fu l in  s o lic it in g  fu n d in g . 
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5.T H E  S I T E

T H E  P R O C E S S

T h o u g h  th e  V illa g e  a n d  To w n  o f  C a n d o r  (p o p u la t io n s  

8 0 0  a n d  5 ,1 0 0 , re s p e c t iv e ly ) a re  lo c a te d  in  a  ru ra l 

p o r t io n  o f  T io g a  c o u n t y , t h e re  a re  lim ite d  p u b lic  s p a c e s  

fo r  re c re a t io n . R e s id e n t s  o f te n  w a lk  o n  th e  s h o u ld e r  

o f  a  5 5  m p h  h ig h w a y , H ig h w a y  9 6 B , fo r  e x e rc is e , 

e v e n  th o u g h  it  is  d a n g e ro u s  a n d  la c k s  s id e w a lk s . T h e  

re d e s ig n  o f  C a n d o r  C o m m u n it y  P a rk , lo c a te d  n e x t  

to  t h e  C a n d o r  To w n  a n d  V illa g e  C o u r t  a n d  a d ja c e n t  

to  H ig h w a y  9 6 B , o ff e rs  a n  o p p o r tu n it y  fo r  re s id e n t s  

to  s a fe ly  re c re a te , p la y , a n d  w a lk .  T h e  3 .5  a c re  s it e , 

o w n e d  b y  th e  To w n  o f  C a n d o r, is  n o w  a b le  to  b e t te r  

h o s t  c o m m u n it y  e v e n t s , in c lu d in g  a  w e e k ly  fa rm e rs  

m a rk e t , t h a n k s  to  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  a s s is t a n c e . 

F o r  t h e  p a v ilio n , to w n  re s id e n t s  h o p e d  fo r  a  s p a c e  th a t  

w a s  in v it in g , lo w  m a in te n a n c e , fl e x ib le  in  fu n c t io n , 

a n d  a b le  to  a c c o m m o d a te  b o th  c u r re n t  n e e d s  - t h e  

fa rm e rs  m a rk e t  - a s  w e ll a s  fu tu re  g ro w th . A s  th e  

te am  w o rk e d  th ro u g h  th e s e  g o a ls , t h e y  e n lis te d  th e  

a d v ic e  o f  d e s ig n  p ro fe s s io n a ls , s o lic it e d  q u o te s  fo r  

c o n s t ru c t io n  m a te r ia ls , a n d  b u ilt  a  p h y s ic a l m o d e l 

o f  t h e  s p a c e  fo r  s t a k e h o ld e rs  to  b e t te r  v is u a liz e  t h e  

d e s ig n . T h e  c o m m u n it y  h a d  a lre a d y  b u d g e te d  fo r  

a  n e w  p a v ilio n , b u t  t h e  d e s ig n  th a t  b e s t  m e t  th e  

c o m m u n it y ’s  d e s ire s  a n d  n e e d s  e n d e d  u p  b e in g  m o re  

e x p e n s iv e  th a n  b u d g e te d , s o  th e  te am  re s e a rc h e d  

a d d it io n a l fu n d in g  s o u rc e s .

T h e  s e c o n d  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  t e am  le a rn e d  th a t  

re s id e n t s  w e re  lo o k in g  fo r  a  s p a c e  th a t  c o u ld  b e  a  

g a te w a y  to  th e  to w n  a s  w e ll a s  a  s p a c e  th a t  c o u ld  

m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a  d iv e rs it y  o f  re s id e n t s . T h e  te am  

c re a te d  s e v e ra l d e s ig n  p ro p o s a ls  fo r  t h e  p a rk  m a s te r  

p la n , e a c h  fe a tu r in g  d iff e re n t  c o n fi g u ra t io n s , a e s th e t ic  

t h e m e s , a n d  e le m e n t s  fo r  a  p la y  s p a c e , c o m m u n it y  

s p a c e , a n d  o p e n  s p a c e . T h e s e  d e s ig n s  re c e iv e d  

We are very thankful for our work with 
Design Connect and could not have 
started this movement without
their help.”  
- David Astorina, member,  

Candor Parks Committee

“

Zeynep Goksel (MRP’16/MLA‘17)

Katharine Guan (MRP’20/MLA‘19)

3.5 acres o f  p a rk  s p a c e

3 p a rk  im p ro v e m e n t  d e s ig n  it e ra t io n s

2 p u b lic  o u t re a c h  m e e t in g s

Fly through a n im a t io n s  a s  d e liv e ra b le s

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R S

H I G H L I G H T S
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C O N C L U S I O N
F o r  o v e r  a  d e c a d e , 
D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  h a s  p r o v id e d
 a  u n iq u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
im p a c t f u l, c o m m u n it y -e n g a g e d  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o n  c a m p u s . 
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Image: Design Connect team members on Exchange St. pedestrian bridge, William Staffeld, Binghamton, Spring 2019.
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	 J e n n i f e r  N g  &  C h r i s  H a r d y

	 C o -F o u n d e rs

	 D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  

A f te r  a t te n d in g  th e  D e s ig n C o n n e c t  re v ie w s  re m o te ly  t h is  s p r in g , d u r in g  th e  P a n d e m ic  

q u a ra n t in e  a n d  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  t h e  B la c k  L iv e s  M a t te r  m o v e m e n t ’s  g a lv a n iz a t io n  o f  p u b lic  

aw a re n e s s  to w a rd  p o lic e  b ru t a lit y  a n d  ra c ia l in e q u it y , I’m  in s p ire d  b y  h o w  th is  o rg a n iz a t io n  

h a s  e v o lv e d  a n d  a d a p te d  to  re s p o n d  to  c u r re n t  is s u e s  a n d  c r is is .  O v e r  a  d e c a d e  a g o  J e n  a n d  

I p it c h e d  th e  id e a  o f  a  s tu d e n t  o rg a n iz a t io n  to  b r in g  to g e th e r  c o m m u n it ie s  w h o  c o u ld n ’t  

a ff o rd  p ro fe s s io n a l c o n s u lt a n t  s e r v ic e s  fo r  e a r ly -p h a s e  d e s ig n  a n d  p la n n in g  s e r v ic e s  w ith  

in te rd is c ip lin a r y  s tu d e n t  g ro u p s  a n d  fa c u lt y  m e m b e rs .  T h e  s im p le  id e a  w a s  to  h e lp  c o m m u n it ie s  

in  U p s t a te  N e w  Yo rk  b r id g e  th e  fu n d in g  g a p  f ro m  ‘id e a ’ to  ‘g ra n t ’, a n d  p ro v id e  s tu d e n t s  h ig h ly  

d e s ire d  re a l-w o r ld  e x p e r ie n c e .  O v e r  t h e  y e a rs  w e  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  f ro m  a  d is t a n c e  h o w  e a c h  

g e n e ra t io n  o f  s t u d e n t s  re m a k e s  D e s ig n C o n n e c t , a d d re s s in g  c u r re n t  p e d a g o g ic a l n e e d s , 

v a lu e s , a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  in  t h e  s u r ro u n d in g  U p s ta te  c o m m u n it y .  R e fl e c t in g  o n  th is  re p o r t , 

w e  a re  s t ru c k  b y  th e  c o re  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l c o n s t it u t io n  a re  s t ill e v id e n t  in  t h e  p ro je c t  w o rk  

a n d  re s e a rc h .  T h e  o r ig in a l p ro je c t  s e le c t io n  p ro c e s s  w a s  g u id e d  b y  th e s e  c o re  p r in c ip le s : 

Education:   
How the project can be valuable for the academic experience of participating students.

Expectations:   
How to evaluate projects in accordance to the scope of services achievable by students.  

Economics:    
Projects need free work in order to move forward.  

Social equality:  
Projects that actively promote a democracy of space, environmental justice, and improving 

cultural relations will be favored.  

Environment:   
Every project must have the potential for the concepts of ‘sustainability,’ energy efficiency, 

and/or ecology to fit into the program.

E N D W O R D 

A n d  th e  o r ig in a l a c a d e m ic  a g e n d a ’s  p re am b le  ra n :

	 “The DesignConnect independent study is both a way to provide 

incentive and accountability for students as well as a means to formalize the 

pedagogy of experience-based learning.  What makes DesignConnect projects 

different from studio courses is the combination of real-world community 

practice, interdisciplinary collaboration, and student empowerment.  While 

providing a service to the communities, students are also expected to further 

their knowledge and reflect on the lessons that they learn from on-the-ground 

experience, guided by faculty mentors.”

T h e s e  fu n d am e n ta l s t ru c tu re s  a n d  v a lu e s  s e e m  s t ill re le v a n t  to  e a c h  p ro je c t  

t e am , b u t  a p p lie d  a n d  a d a p te d  in  w a y s  w e  c o u ld n ’t  fo re s e e .  In  re fl e c t in g  o n  

th is  s u m m a r y  o f  t e n  y e a rs  o f  w o rk , w e  c a n  s a y  in  c o n fi d e n c e  th a t  w e  lo o k  

fo rw a rd  to  th e  n e x t  d e c a d e ’s  w o rk , a n d  e a g e r ly  aw a it  s e e in g  h o w  s tu d e n t s  

c o n t in u e  to  c r it ic a lly  e n g a g e  lo c a l c o m m u n it ie s , p ro v id e  f re s h  a n d  in s p ir in g  

id e a s , a n d  re -in v e n t  h o w  D e s ig n C o n n e c t  a n d  C o rn e ll U n iv e rs it y  a c h ie v e  b o th  

s e r v ic e  a n d  le a rn in g .
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D E S I G N  C O N N E C T  
P R O J E C T S  O V E R

T H E  Y E A R S

4 5  p r o j e c t s  | 3 7  c o m m u n i t i e s  |  1 8  c o u n t i e s 
of  engaged learning and par ticipator y design

Project Name Semester Project Typology

Candor Pavilion and Plaza Design Spring 2015 Community Space Design
Dryden Rails to Trails Project Spring 2015 Rails to Trails Conversion
Town of Geneva Transportation Analysis Spring 2015 Transportation Planning
Town of Lodi Re-Envisioning Plan Spring 2015 Downtown Revitalization Planning
Aurora Fitness Trail Signage Design Fall 2015 Trail Signage Design
Hammondsport Rail Trail Design Fall 2015 Rails to Trails Conversion
Lodi Library Landscape Design Fall 2015 Community Space Design
Savannah Community Recreation Plan Fall 2015 Recreation Plan
Geneva Main Street Public Space Design Spring 2016 Downtown Revitalization Planning
Hanover Square Alley Reuse Plan Spring 2016 Tactical Placemaking
Lansing Form-Based Codes Spring 2016 Code Revision
Seneca Army Depot Master Plan Spring 2016 Adaptive Reuse Planning
Watkins Glen Wastewater Treatment Plant Reuse Plan Spring 2016 Adaptive Reuse Planning
Cascade Mills at the Keuka Outlet Trail Design Fall 2016 Adaptive Reuse Planning
Centerport Aqueduct Park Redesign Fall 2016 Historical Park Design
Corning Gaffer District Northside Plan Fall 2016 Downtown Revitalization Planning
Richford Graded School Community Center Design Fall 2016 Community Space Design
Hammondsport-Urbana Waterfront Trail Fall 2016 Trail Design & Park Design
Ernie Davis Park Redesign Spring 2017 Community Park Design
Geneva Public Library Redesign Spring 2017 Community Space Design
Sterling Nature Center Redesign Spring 2017 Nature Center Design
Town of Berkshire Recreation Plan Spring 2017 Recreation Plan
Trumansburg Community Recreation Project Fall 2017 Recreation Plan
Tompkins County Tactical Placemaking Toolkit Fall 2017 Tactical Placemaking
Seneca County Wellness Trail Design Fall 2017 Trail Design
Groundswell Incubator Farm Redesign Fall 2017 Food Security & Sustainable Agriculture
Eddy Gate Tactical Placemaking Spring 2018 Tactical Placemaking
Hamilton Towpath Signage Design Spring 2018 Trail Signage Design
Midtown Utica Community Center Masterplan Spring 2018 Community Space Design
Penn Yan Parks and Recreation Master Plan Spring 2018 Recreation Plan
Candor Community Park Master Plan Fall 2018 Community Park Design
Clyde Heritage Park & Trail Design Fall 2018 Historical Park Design
Keuka Outlet Trailhead Design Fall 2018 Trailhead Design
Newark Vision of Downtown Fall 2018 Downtown Revitalization Planning
Ross Park Adaptive Reuse Plan Fall 2018 Adaptive Reuse Planning
Amsterdam Food Security and Food Justice Plan Spring 2019 Food Security & Sustainable Agriculture
Binghamton Rockbottom Dam Park Design Spring 2019 Waterfront Park Design
Jacksonville Community Park Redesign Spring 2019 Community Park Design
Amsterdam Cooperative Garden Fall 2019 Food Security & Sustainable Agriculture
Brighton Complete Streets Redesign Fall 2019 Transportation Planning
Montezuma Heritage Park Trailhead Development Fall 2019 Trailhead Design
Camp Columbus Restoration Development Plan Spring 2020 Adaptive Reuse Planning
Chenango County Historical Society and Museum 
Campus Master Plan

Spring 2020 Historical Museum Planning & Design
Owego North Avenue Art Park Design Spring 2020 Art Park Design
Vestal Front Street Revitalization Plan Spring 2020 Downtown Revitalization Planning

N o te : R e c o rd s  fo r  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  P ro je c t s  p r io r  to  2 0 1 5  w e re  n o t  a rc h iv e d  s y s te m a t ic a lly  a n d  p ro je c t  le a d s  w e re  n o t  a b le  to  c o m p ile
th e m  in  th e  s u m m a r y .

D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  a im s  to  fi ll a  c r it ic a l g a p  in  

h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  b y  p ro v id in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  

fo r  e x p e r ie n t ia l le a rn in g .  

A  fe w  m e t r ic s  h ig h lig h t in g  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t ’s  

a c h ie v e m e n t s  in  t h e  la s t  fi v e  y e a rs :

Im a g e  to  th e  R ig h t : P a r t ic ip a to r y  m a p p in g  e x e rc is e  a t  a  D e s ig n  
C o n n e c t  c o m m u n it y  o u t re a c h  e v e n t , To w n  o f  C a n d o r, M a rc h  2 0 1 5 .



Project Team
E l i z a b e t h  F a b i s

K a t e  F l a h e r t y

J i h a n y  H a s s u n

E liz a b e th  F a b is  is  a  2 0 1 9  g ra d u a te  o f  C o rn e ll’s  M a s te r  o f  L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c tu re  p ro g ram . D u r in g  h e r  t im e  a t  C o rn e ll, s h e  

s e r v e d  a s  t e am  m e m b e r, p ro je c t  m a n a g e r, a n d  c h a ir  o f  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t . L iz  h o ld s  a  B a c h e lo r  o f  A r t s  in  E n v iro n m e n ta l 

S tu d ie s  f ro m  O b e r lin  C o lle g e . A f te r  s e v e ra l y e a rs  o f  n o n p ro fi t  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t  w o rk  in  W a s h in g to n , D C , s h e  s tu d ie d  

la n d s c a p e  d e s ig n  a t  G e o rg e  W a s h in g to n  U n iv e rs it y  b e fo re  c o m m e n c in g  h e r  s tu d ie s  in  la n d s c a p e  a rc h ite c tu re  a t  C o rn e ll. 

L iz  c u r re n t ly  w o rk s  a s  a  la n d s c a p e  d e s ig n e r  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l p la n n e r. 

K a te  F la h e r t y  is  a  c u r re n t  m a s te rs  s t u d e n t  in  b o th  C it y  &  R e g io n a l P la n n in g  a n d  L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c tu re . S h e  w a s  th e  2 0 2 0  

c o -s o c ia l c h a ir  fo r  t h e  O rg a n iz a t io n  o f  C o rn e ll P la n n e rs  (O C P ) a n d  s e r v e d  a s  a  p ro je c t  m a n a g e r  fo r  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t  in  F a ll 

2 0 2 0 . K a te  h o ld s  a  B a c h e lo r  o f  A r t s  in  In te rn a t io n a l R e la t io n s  f ro m  W h e a to n  C o lle g e . P r io r  to  b e g in n in g  h e r  s tu d ie s  a t  

C o rn e ll, s h e  w o rk e d  in  t h e  n o n -p ro fi t  a n d  c le a n -te c h  fi e ld s . 

J ih a n y  H a s s u n  is  a  2 0 2 1  g ra d u a te  o f  C o rn e ll’s  M a s te r  o f  L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c tu re  p ro g ram . D u r in g  h e r  t im e  a t  C o rn e ll, s h e  

s e r v e d  a s  t e am  m e m b e r  a n d  p ro je c t  m a n a g e r  o f  D e s ig n  C o n n e c t . J ih a n y  w a s  a ls o  g ra d u a te  p re s id e n t  o f  C o rn e ll’s  c h a p te r  

o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S o c ie t y  o f  L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c t s  (A S L A ) a n d  a  g ra d u a te  fe llo w  o f  t h e  L a t in  A m e r ic a n  S tu d ie s  P ro g ram  

(L A S P ). J ih a n y  h o ld s  a  b a c h e lo rs  in  E c o n o m ic s  f ro m  th e  U n iv e rs it y  o f  B r it is h  C o lu m b ia  a n d  a  p ro fe s s io n a l b a c h e lo r ’s  o f  

L a n d s c a p e  A rc h ite c tu re  f ro m  th e  U n iv e rs it y  o f  M o n t ré a l. J ih a n y ’s  d e s ig n  th e s is  in v e s t ig a te s  c lim a te  a d a p te d  a g ro e c o lo g ic a l 

p ra c t ic e s  in  ru ra l c o m m u n it ie s  o f  n o r th e a s te rn  B ra z il.
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Image: Robert Barker. © Cornell University.



WHETHER YOU ARE A 

student,  
faculty member,

community representative,  
local resident, 

 

WE WANT TO  
WORK WITH YOU! 
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